Weekly Miſetany 2 


WHEREIN 


His Niaan ef a State of A ns o E 
REPROBATION, or a judicial and ünal- 
terable Incapacity of Repentance is re * 
ted; and Dr. Lucas's Preſervative againſt 
Deſpair vindicated from the W 5 
of that Writer. | 1 
To which are added, 


The Weekly Miſcellanies of the Third and Teach of 
March laſt, that gave Occaſion to this Letter. 
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F: H E Weekly Melanie, . 
gave Occafo on to this Letter are 
here added at 2 End; becauſe they 5 
are reprinted with 710 8 View, but 
zo furniſh every Reader with an Op- 
portunity of conſulting them occafron- 
ally, as often as he ſhall judge it neceſ- 
ſary to verify the Paſſages cited from 
them; 


fag re any ill O e, as if the 
' leaſt Injuſtice was deſigned to be dune 


that Writer. But if this Piece ſbould 
fall into the Hands of any one who bas 
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by this means prevent bit 
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HO UGH 1 e med 
of ydur Paper, as profeſied- 
ly —— for the ſake of 
promoting Religion and Vir- 
tue, and thought the Deſign, 

"TEM if judiciouſly managed, might 
prove a | Benefit to the Publick ; yet having 

never heard any, great Commendation. of 
your Performances, and not meeting with 
them commonly in -—4 way, I can't Ca 
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F ant Rea- 
der. And, indeed, a 
Fou freely, I don't certainly member chat 
I have read more than one of your Papers 
quite thro', fince they firſt began to be pub. 
Jifhed, till the laſt Week, when a Gentle 
man happening-accidenally to pull two of 
your Miſcellanies out of his Pocket, in Com- 
pany, where I was upon a Viſit, and per- 
ceiving they were ccrn d by a Hiſtory 4 
the Bebaviour of an Atbeiſt on bis Death-b 
and like wiſe diſeovering in ſome Places Dr. 
Lucas's Name mentioned, who I remem- 
ber'd had written what I thought a good 
Preſervative againſt Deſpair ; I was tempt- 
ed, by the Importahce of the Subject, to 
give them a Peruſal. But alas! how was! 
diſappointed? When inſtead 6f the uſeful 
Obſervations I expected, upon a IT ] 
that afforded ſo much room for them, I 
met with little elſe but an Attempt to aſſert 
A Notion, falſe in itſelf, and pernicious in 
its Confequences; rogether with ſuch a ſe- 
vere Cenſure upon the Work above-men- 
tioned, as muſt naturally tend to leſſen the 


Good I believe it capable of doing; 8 9 


7 The Queſtion you undertake tötet & 
is, Whether there can be any fuch'caſt in this 
Life, as a State of abſolute Reprobation, or 
judicial and final Obduration; an — 


+ pn of ry and conſequently of 
Pardon. 
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Pardon; But by ths whole <drife aſe 
Arguments, it appears that your Defign 


was to ſhew that there hot only can be ſuch 
a State in the Nature of Things, but that 
there is likewiſe all the Appearance in the 
World, to indiice us to believe; there - 
ally * 3 man — — Men un- 
der ſuch an 0 ad ad conſequence; 
that there ma ly be. — more here- 
after, tho — can — no ſufficient Reaſon 
before Death to pronounce this is the Gaſd 
of any particular Perſon. This is What I 
pernicious Notion, and e- 
ſteem it liable to the very worſt Uſes chat 
can be made of any Doctrine. But tho 
I know the contrary Opinion to be true, 
and think myſelf able to ſhew it is ſo, yet 
becauſe I have reaſon to believe this has been 
already done by Dr. Lucas, in his Preferyge . 
tive, much better than I can pretend to do 
it again; it is not my Intention to aim at 
any thing farther in the following Sheets, 
than what may be ſufficient- to —— the 
Arguments you produce for your Side of 
the Queftion, and to vindicate that Work 
from the / frivolous Kaxegeians you have 
made to it. 

Bur. nds che ſeems to be comerhiog 
of Inconſiſteney in the Deſign I have aſeri- 
bed to you, of endeavouring to ſhew, that 
we may have reaſon to believe of many par- 
ticular Perſons who have died gs 


B 2 that 


that they were in this Life under a judicial 
Incapacity of Repentance, and yet that we 
can't have ſufficient Reaſon to pronounce as 
much of any particular Perfon living; it 
may be proper, before I proceed to conſider 
your Arguments, to ſpend a little time in ju- 
ſtifying myſelf from having made a falſe Re- 
preſentation of your Opinio. 
That you think we may have reaſon to 
believe of many particular Perſons who died 
impenitent, that they were in this Life un- 
der a judicial Incapacity of Repentance, ap- 
pears evidently from your telling us, chat 
your Notion is ſupported by many glaring 
Facts. Hiſtory (ſay you) has recorded ſome, 
and our own' Times have ſupplied us with 


4 


others, that carried with them all poſſible Ap. 


pearance of Reality. And then you go on to 
produce two Inſtances of theſe glaring 
Facts, as you call them; one in the Perſon 
of that unbappy Gentleman that gave the 
Occaſion to your writing in defence of the 
Notion you have now aſſerted, who, 48 far 
as his Friends could judge of bim, or be could 
judge of himſelf, was judicially ſtrucł with. a 
Senſe of bis Condition, viz. his unalterable 
Incapacity of Repentance. Your other In- 
Nance is that of Bunworth, à bloody Villain, 
who ſuffer d at Kingſton with Bluer, of 
»whom you judge in the ſame manner, and 
for the ſame Reaſon. Here then in theſe 
Inſtances, and in all the other glaring Fadi 
2411 1 K you 


„ 
you refer to, you apply your general No» = 
arine- to particular Perſons; and yet you 
tell us in expreſs Words, that God has nos 
afforded ui any Criterions whereby ive can pro- 
munce ait h. Certainty upan' any. particular: 
Perſon, that be is in that State. Now if 
God. has not afforded us any Rules or Marks 
to found our Judgment upon, I would fain 
know from whence it was you got thoſe that 
enabled you to form yours, of the particu- 
lar Perſons before mention d. Their dying 
impenitent could not be of any weight to- 
wards determining you in this Point; ſince 
you cannot but own, that Abundance of 


| Perſons have died impenitent, who were 


under no judicial and unalterable Incapacity 
of Repentance: And yet, beſides this of an 
impenitent End, there does not appear to 
have been any other Criterions for yau. to 
proceed upon, more than the long Infideli- 
ty of the one, and the notorious ill Life of 
the other, rogue with their own Refle= 
ions upon themſelves, But if theſe be 
Marks ſufficient to induce us to abandon all, 
upon whom they are found, to their own 
Deſpair, (a T bought that is enough to make a 
Man tremble while be writes) What will be⸗ 
come of ſo many Parts of your Papers, as 
ſeem to have been deſigned to perſuade us to 
the contrary? Here then certainly muſt be an 
Inconſiſtency in your Notion one way or o- 
ther; from whence I am ſhrewdly tempted to 
| B 3 cConclude, 


e 
eontlude, it muſt be impoſſible for you to 
bring any Arguments capable of proving it. 
However, to do you Juſtice, I will readily 
own you have ſheu /n great Skill in finding 
cout ſome which ſuit your Notion ſo exactly, 

that they are not one jot leſs full of Incon- 
fiſtency than the Hypotheſis they were in- 
tended to ſervde.  MUD-DIICS 1 


Tou begin with telling us, that bis is 4 
Point which cannot be determined by Reaſon; 
and yet you afterwards make a fort of Con- 
ceſſion, that it can't be maintain d by S cri- 
pture neither. For in anſwer to Dr. Lucacs 
Promiſe of being ready (as you tell us) to 
Jive up his Opinion, , any one could produce 
a plain Text in favour of the State you now 
contend for; inſtead of producing ſuch a 
Text, you think it enough to oppoſe ano- 
ther Promiſe, that you will no longer contend 
for it, if any one tan produce @ plain Text a- 
gainſt if; Now be pleas d to obſerve, that 
1 do not build your Conceſſion here, only 
upon your not producing a plain Text, 
| When you had this Challenge for it, or upon 
your nor giving us any Reaſon why. you did 
not, as for Example, that you had done it 
before, or would do it hereafter; ſomething 
of which ſort moſt People would have ex- 
pected. But that from which I plainly in- 
ter, you knew you had none ſuch to pro- 
duce, is the Promiſe you are pleas d to lay 


youl- 


( 
yourſelf under, of contending for your: Notion 
no longem, i, any one can produce a plain Text 
one fingle plain Texton your fide of the Que- 
ſion, it might have ſerved well enough to 
balance with ane again it, and fo you 
might have kept to your Point ſtill, but for 
your Promiſe, till it ſhould be determined 
which Text weighed heavieſt. 
And you muſt not think to come off here, 
wuh faying you promis d no more than Dr. 
Lucas did before you; and conſequently 
that he was as conſcious of the Weakneſt of 
his Side of the ion, as you of yours; 
| becauſe the Compariſon” will by no means 
hold. He had before abundantly” proved 
the Truth of his Doctrine, from ſuch plain 
Offers of Grace and Mercy in the Script. 
to all Sinners, as left no room for any far- 
ther Daubts; and being certain there was 
no plain Text to be fqund againſt it, he 
might well be allowed to uſe ſuch an Rx. 
preflian, to ſhew the Confidence he had, 
_— norte 1 Irie never be able to 

uce one; eſpecially after he had given 
fach full Anfacts as I believe he aid, to 
every thing that had been uſually urged to 
that purpoſe. Whereas you had ſo indiffe- 
rent an Opinion yourſelf of the ſlight At- 
tempt you made to draw. a Proof of yeur 
Notion from Scripture, that you own'd'you 


rather chofe to proceed in another Method of 


. By Proof, 


R 
Proof, tho not the common one, khan rift your 
Cauſe upon the Tnterpretation of peine, 


Paſſages of Scripture,” which might bs contro- 
verted. What Merbod you could proceed in, 
and that impoſfible to be controverted, For 
the proving a' Point, which can neither be 
determined by Redfon, nor yet maintain'd by 
particular Paſſages f Scripture, mùſt un- 
doubtedly be ſo very new and uncommon, that! 
cannot but fancy my Reader driven almoſt 
to nia Wie send to NEE what dll . 


be. 
But 1 d i dor hd Te delpak 100 
foon x for notwithſtanding all theſe difcou- 
raging Appearances, he will find ſuch hea- 
vy Arguments fer d in Defence of it, as 
can't be outweigh d by any thing elſe; but 
Texts that are very plain indeed, and incapa- 
ble f any other Canſtruction. 2 his, I con- 
feſs, will be home to the purpoſe; but then 
for the Life of me, I can't be able to ſee. 
why you are ſo very modeſt as to acknow- 
ledge, your Notion can't be determined by 
Reaſon, ſince after this rate, it ſeems to bid 
as likely for it, as moſt Points can. For 1 
preſume there are but few. Points ſo extreme- 
Iy clear and certain from Reaſon, as —— 
you would be willing to contend 
long, after they were found fo directly — 
trary to Scripture, as to be liable to be con- 
futed by a Text ſo very plain indeed, as to be 
el F any aber 1 1 126 0 1 
But 
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But it is time to take a View of your ur Ar- 
guments, and then we ſhall ſee whether 11 
they are as ſtrong as you take them to be, 
And firſt, you bid us begin with conſider- 


ing whether ſuch a State be agreeable to u 
natural Notions of God, and his Attributes. 
A right Beginning enough; only let me tell 
you a word in your Ear, that many a one 
who had begun here, wou'd have grown ſo 
weary with his Work at the Beginning, that. 
he wou'd never have been able to have got 
to his Ending. But tho' I find you are not 


to be ſo ſoon tired as another Man, yer 


methinks you have made ſuch haſte ro 
get over your Buſineſs, that you ſeem to 
have apprehended ſome Danger of what 
might poſſibly happen, or elſe you would 
never have left your Work ſo rough and un- 
finiſh'd behind you. Really, Sir, the Way you 
have here cut out for your Reader to fillow | 

you in, lies ſo very broken and uneven, that 
I cannot poſſibly gallop thro it; but muſt 


humbly intreat you, to allow me ſo much 


— g. as to ſuffer me to look before I. 
A e Þ e ey 
The firſt Rub J meet with, and that big 
enough to make a Man ſtumble at the very 
Entrance, if he did not take care, is, your 
Juffigient Means of Conviction and Reformati- 
on. I wiſh J could tell what thoſe Words 
are defign'd for. When I conſider the na- 
0% | tural 


: 6120) 
tural Signification of them, and find you 
immediacy after talking of frier Fufhre 
and again ſomewhat lower down, reaſoning 
from God's Proceedings with the be 
World, 8 


Fi ted to think you meant 
no more than barely ſufficient Means. But 
then, on the other hand, when I conſider 
that you lay it down as certain, that to af- 
firm we have any Right to expect more than 
ſufficient Means, is all one as to ſay, that it 
1s unjuſt in God, to put us into a State of Tri- 
al and Probation at all; and find you proving 
{bis by the Reaſon that follows; For if Gad 
be obliged to give us more than ſufficient Means 
of Conviction and Reformation, in a rational 
ay, and confftent with the Freedom of Man's 
Wil be muſt be obliged to grant ſuch a De- 
gree of Evidence, as will neceſſarily enforce 
Faith, and. fuch a Degree of Grace as will 
compel Men to be good ; When, I ſay, I con- 
- fider all zhis, together with the Suppoſition 
you make in your ſecond Paper, of ſome 
erſons having rejected the frongeſt Reaſons 
for believing Chriſtianity, and reſiſted the 
ftrongeft Aſiſtances from the Holy Ghoſt, they 
can have given them, I immediately change 
my Mind again, and quitting my former 
Opinion, I am ready to conclude, that tho 
the Words do not expreſs ſo much, yet you 
intended we ſhould underſtand by ſufficient 
Means, no leſs than all the Means of every 
Kind, that can be employed by a wiſe — 
n 8 


athen 


; ( 21 ), hob, DO - 
good Being for our Conviction and Refor- bo 

mation, conſiſtent with the Nature of that | 
Liberty he has. beſtow'd on Man in this 

State, and of thoſe Rewards and Puniſh- 

ments he deſigns to diſtribute in another. 

Theſe; Senſes you ſes are widely different, 

and yet I have no Guide to direct me in this 
: great Uncertainty, which of them I ſhould 

ollow .; and therefore for fear you ſhould 
(like ſome other Diſputants I have known) 
mean ſometimes the one, and ſometimes tho 
other, as it ſuited your Turn, I think it tha 
fafeſt, tho ſomewhar the longer Method, to 
examine both of em; by which it will appear 
that neither can do you any Service, towards 
proying the State you contend for, agreeable 
Ra natural Notions of God and his Attri. 

4 Firſt, to begin with ſuppoſing that by | 
ſufficient Means you intended only ſuch as 
are barely ſufficient, I will acknowledge 
that in ſtr: Fuſtice, God is not obliged to 
give us more to make us account alle to him 
for our Conduct, or to render us liable to 
ſome Degree of Puniſhment; ſo that if this 
be all you deſign d this Argument for, I have 

no Objection to it; only I don't ſee which 

way it can be applied tothe Point in Queſti- 
on. For if you would have us fer from 
hence (which to do you right, you have ſaid 
nothing of your ſelf) that thoſe who are 
vouchſafed no higher Means of nn, 
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and Reformation, than ſuch as are barely; 
ſufficient, if they improve them to the beſt 
Advantage, may for want of their baving 
done ſo, be ſentenced to ſuffet in another 
World, 'Puniſhments extremely intenſe in 
their Nature, „and eternal in their Du- 
ration, without Intermiſſion, and without 
End, (as Hell is commonly deſcrib'd ) 
This © is far from being ſo clear as you 
may imagine, becauſe here would be no 
Proportion obſerved between the Puniſh- 
ment and the Crime, which fri? Juſtice 
ſeems to require. What Thoughts ſhould 
we be apt to entertain of the Juſtice of any 
buman Magiſtrate, who ſhould be fo ex- 
tremely ſevere as to puniſh the Neglect or 
Abuſe of the ſmalleſt Favour he could be- 
ſtow, with the longeſt and greateſt Tor- 
ments he was able to inflit? And if there be 
no comparing Human with Divine Juſtice, 
ſo as to be able to draw any Conſequence 
from the one to the other, I own I ſhall be 
much at a loſs to form any Notion of 
Juſtice in God at all, or to ſay what It —_ 
or does not require. 

But let this be as it will; yet what room 
is there to charge your Adverfaries with that 
Abſurdity you pretend to pinch them with? 
Why muſt it follow, that if God be obliged 
to give us more then barely ſufficient 
Means of Conviction and Reformation, 

be muſt be obliged to grant ſuch 4 * 
8 f 


13 3 
of Euidence a 5 cri e, vi enfar, 
Faith, . and, ſuch a De Tee Grace , as il 
compel Men to be good Are there no 2 
intermediate Degrees between the one 
and the other? Nay, are not a. vaſt 
Variety of intermediate Degrees aFually 7 
afforded to different Perſons ? I am ſute you 
have talked too much below about the Hen - 
thens, Jews, and Chriſtians, to have forgot 

already what Anſwers muſt be made £91 theſe | 
Queſtions, 
And after-all, to mh Purpoſe is thi 
pother about fri Juſtice? Should I yield 
you up whatever you may be pleaſed to ſay 
of it, would you be got one Step the 1 
to your Concluſion? For is 1 thing 
is conſiſtent with /r; Ju ice, agreea edle to 
our natural Notions of God ? This cannot be 
faid; unleſs it could be proved chat we have 
no natural Notions of bs Goodneſs. Whereas 
it is evident that our Notions of the Divine 
Goodneſs are prior, and conſequently in ſome 
ſort more. natural than thoſe, we afterwards 
form of his Juſtice. For we can't be fo 
much as inwardly conſcious of our own Be- 
ing, or open our Eyes ever ſo little to look 
abroad upon the outward Fabrick of the 
World, and obſerve the abundant Proviſion 
which God has made for the well-being of 
all his Creatures, but we muſt be immedi- 
-ately ſtruck with the Love and Admiration 
of the Divine Goodneſs. And tho I . 
of 


deny dut chat we may affrrwarui proceed 
from the reſt of his Perfections, to infer the 
Belief of his Jaſtioe; yet we can never be 
able to ſee any ground to aſctibe ſuch a kind 
of Juſtice to God, as muſt exclude 4/! De- 

* of Mercy and Goodneſs. He that is all- 
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cient to himfelf, and compleatly } | 
in the Emoyment of his own Pertectioe 
could be induc'd by no other Motive (as far 
as we can fee) to give Being to his Creatures 
at firſt, but only by the Deſire of communi- 
cating his own Happineſs, according to their 
various Capacities, to all poffible Objects of 
his Bounty. And fince he is tbe /ame 
both Yefterday, to Day, and for ever, he 
ſeems obliged by the unchangeable ReRi- 
tude of his Nature to purſue the ſame gra- 
cious Deſign, the promoting the Hap- 
| pineſs of his Creatures, | y all the vari- 
dus Diſpenſations of his Providence, as 
| far as may be conſiſtent with his Vi 
dom and Fuftice. How far theſe Attributes 
may allow him, 3 to our Notions, 
to extend his Mercy and Goodneſi, it is 
not here neceſſary to enquire; both becauſe 
I may have a better Opportunity to touch 
upon this hereafter, and hkewiſe becauſe ir 
ſeems ſufficient to fay ar preſent, that the 
leaſt Degree of either, is inconfiſtent with 
our entertaining anyApprehenfions of God's 
proceeding with us according to the Rigor 
of frict Fuſtice. We have a Maxim in rela- 


3 | tion 


4 
tion to our own Dealings with one another; 
that ſummum jus, is ſumma injuria, of ex- 

tream right is extream wrong; and no ons 

ſhall ever perſuade me to aſctibe that to 

God, which even a good Man would de un- 

willing to have believed of himſelf. 

Thus far T have conſidered your Words in 

the moſt natural and obvious Meaning, and 


gone hitherto upon Suppoſition, that you 
eienr Means, 8 


intended no more by 

ſuch as are barely ſufficient. But that you 
may not complain of any Hardſhip « 
you, I am now willing to ſuppoſe more 
than the Words will bear, and allow you 


to comprehend under your fufficient Means, 


all Means whatever, that can poffibly be 
employed by a wife and good Being for our 
Convittion and Reformation, confiſtent with 
that kind of Liberty he has beſtowed on 
Man, and che Natute of that State he has 
placed him in, in the preſent World. 

And then I readily grant that ſome Parts 
of your Argument will hang much better 
together. To affirm that God is aged to 
afford us more than tbis, is no doubt of it, 
all one as to ſay, that it 1s unjuſt in Gad to 
put us into a State of Tryal and Probation-at 
all; and that be muſt be obliged to grant fucb 
a Degree of Evidence as will neceſſarily en- 
force Faith, and ſuch a Degree of Grace as 
will compel Men to be good. But notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I don't ſee we are likely 

| - to 
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to be any ching wiſer as to the main Pein 
fince we may ſafely grant as much ag this 
es to, wirhout ever affecting the Merits 
of the Queftion., Fot nene you ate 
pl lee to add E after the Words 
laſt cited from you, This rational Evidence 
then, and Sufficiency of Grace may have been 
rejected and withſtood before a and eon. 
Sequently, notwithſtanding any thing able 
from firi Juſtice, a Man may outlive bis 
Day f Grace, and be Ci ven uf. Judicial, to 
WE Obduracy:and. Impenitence: I can't poſ- 
fibly make any thing more f * than that 
you would be very well pleas d, your Rea- 
der would be 1o- good-humour d as to Wink 
hard, and ſuppoſe you had proved: your | 
Point, tho he did not ſee vom; and perhaps 
you may have the good Fortune to meet 
with ſome Perſons that may be nn 
enough to take things 1 upon truſt, 990. 
fince you tell them you have proved it, = 
be unwilling to ſuſpect your Veracity ſo | 
much as to doubt it. But for my own Part, 
I have ſuch an odd Sort of ſturdy Humour 
in me, that I had much rather have laid an 
Obligation upon you, by giving up the 
e at firſt, for meer asking for, 
without putting you to che trouble of uſing 
any Arguments about it, than ſuffer you to 
bully me out of my Opinion, and yield my- 
ſelf beaten e ever being touched. | 
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dy, that God i is not obliged" to 
more than 


formation; conſiſtent with bur Stat 


that © M may 
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that Propofition uppe 
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ſufficient Means, com! rehehans 
under'this Expteſſion all poſſible N ans chat 
may be employed for our e Con victioꝶ roi 


ture; but what follows from thende T BE. 
ſeech you? That theſe' Means may ek: Been 
withſtood" and rejected before Death? I pro- 
teſt; I look as rd as 1 can with both. 
Eyes, and ftill except muſt be ohfiged t 
take a phyſical for à moral Poſſibility) can⸗ 

yet this may be true too, 


not ſee ; and 
without its being any neceſſary Conf 
ve hs Day of 
and that for chis plain Reaſon, beckyſe 2 
ought you can tell, Death may follow as 


ſoon as he has done fo, and allow him no 


time for living afterwards.” But to let you 
ſce I love to be generous; and ſcorn to take 
all Advantages; I won't ſtand u pon this but : 
confine myſelf to the firſt Part of A 
cluſion; and as I know I am a little pür- 
blind, and not able to ſee things at any Di- 
ſtance, let them be ever ſo real, I will draw 
the Conebufion a little nearer to me, place 
rmoſt, and then ſce 
whether the Reaſon given will be able to £ 
ſupport it. Now if we turn things about 
after this manner, Matters will ſtand * 
All Means (ſay you) thut can p offibly"be.ems- 
pony ” a MN = Being furor = 
wvittion 
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vic ion and e. conſiſtent with the 


Nature of our State, may be withſtood and 
rejected! 1 505 Deatb. Ay, May they indeed? 
never thought ſo before. But perhaps they 
may ; however, ſince it is not a ſelf ride 
Truth, Be ſo kind as to give me your Rea- 
5 1 it. To which Demand I muſt ſup- 

hear you making this Anſwer... I told 
e Means might be all withſtood and re- 
25 e Death, becauſe if they are, God 
liged in ftritt Fuftice to extend bit 
— —— farther... really did not know 
firi# Juſtice would have obliged him to be 
ſo good as to go ſo far; but I believe, Fir, 
you miſtook my Queſtion, I did not ask 
vou Wwherher God would be obliged to uſe 
ae ay for our Convifion and 
mat ian, after we had withtood, and rejafted 
5 _ confiſtent with the Nature of ur 
; hut, from whence you knew. it Mas 
fs ble 12 Fl — R deni. 


5 me i to give to {> an Anſwer, 48 above? 
If it woyld nor, I fee I muſt wait ſome time 
yet, for any ching contain d in your Papers, 
to have my Enquiry ſatisfied: And, when- 
| 95 you attempt it, I will beg the Favour 


you, to take a little Notice of a Query 
or two mote. How come you ſo well ac- 


* 


* J n 5 1 quainte 


vhence does it appear that God has at any 


* all the Means conſiſtent with h 


6190 
uainted with the Nature of Man, as to be 
able to tell What Means are conſiſtent with 


human Liberty, and what not? From 


time actuallj empl 


oyed Kor che Cain 


and Reformation of any Sinner whatever 


all the Means it was in his Power to em 
ploy, confſiſtent with the Nature of humari 
Liberty? And laſtly, : who! inform d you} = 
that at the Time they wert made uſe of, 


they were not — — 


The Reaſon I put theſe: Queries 3 
very obvious: Becauſe, unleſs you. know 


Liberty amount to, whitther they have ever 


been all of them tried upon one ani 
the ſame Perſon, or not, and what Sucgeſs 
attended the Trial, it muſt be impoſſible 


for you to determine whether th ey may be 


withſtood and rejected before Death, or not. 
However, to ſhorten your Trouble, Iwill 
take ir for granted, that if they may be ith- 


ſtood and rejected at all, it may be done before \ 


Death ;\ for I have no ground to expect 
chere will be any r for en 85 
ic afterwards. 9" W 
I ſhould in chis place add ſome: 
Quedtions to the f g ones, in relation 
to the Miſdom and Goodneſs of God, did Inot 
think I have given you Work enough for 
one time, and foreſee 1 ſhall have a 72 85 
place again to diſcourſe ſome what more 
with you on theſe Topicks before we part. 
C 2 And 


wy”  ” 
6 And here, when I firſt read thoſe Words 592 
of yours, Now let ut 
ftands upon the Foot of Scripture, from God's 
Declarations: and Methods of Procedure at 
had-already taken your final Leave' of your: 
Prbofs from natural Reaſon, and that we 
ſhould now hear of nothing elſe in the reſt 
of your Paper but of Texts of Scripture, 
and their true Interpretation. But I after- 
wards ſoon found that inſtead of ſetting 
yourſelf in earneſt to enquire how the Matter 
ftands upon tbe Foot of Scripture, you de- 
fign'd no more by all this, but only to make 
the Scripture a civil Compliment, that you 
might not appear too plainly to neglect it, 
in a Point that cant be determin d by Reaſon; 
like ſome other Perſons you and I both know 
in the World, who tho” they are too wiſe 
to ref. their Cauſe: upon the Interpretation of 
particular Paſſages of Scripture, which may 
not only be controverted, but even turned 
aguinſt them, do yet often beſtow: abun- 
dance of good Words on that Book, for 
fear of giving Scandal to any weak-and ig- 
notant People. And thus in the ſame Man- 
ner, you give us Encouragement to hope, 
vou are now going to offer your Notion to 
be tried by Scripture, where alone it can 
properly be determin d; and yet till we 
come to the very End of all your Proof 


4 


enquire how the Matter 


So that all the Difference I can diſcern be- 


Divine Viſdom and Goodneſs, as far as can 
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(where we find a few Texts hinted at by the 


Bye, as it were for Furm s ſake) we muſt 


not expect, notwithſtanding your Promiſe; 
to meet with any one Word that has be 


leaſt Relation to it, excepting only that tha 
Law was not given to the Genttiles, nor tho 


Goſpel preached before the Coming of Chr 


tween what we have been doing already; 
and what we are now to proceed upon, is 
only this, that whereas before you labour d 
to ſneœẽ the State you contend for, to 4 
agreeable to our natural Notions of God and 
bis Attributes, by proving it nat inconfiſtent 
with the Rules of fri: Juſtice, you now 
attempt to ſnew it muſt be agreeable to the 


be collected from God's paſt Proceedings 
in his Government of the Worl. 

But before you enter upon this Under- 
taking, you are pleaſed to declare, you 


don't mean to diſpute the Extent of A. 


migbty Power; and for this Reaſon are ſo 
kind as to allow us, that he uh made our 
Faculties and Willi can influence and change 
them at bis Pleaſure, And as I am ſo much 
of your Mind, as not to think this ſufficient 
to determine the 2xeſtron, I: ſee nothing 
that need occaſion our making any ſtop 
here; only methinks, if I had been at li- 
berty to chuſe your Words for yqu, I 


would have taken a little Care when 1 


C 3 undertook. 


tm) 
_ undertook toi write ſo accurate a Perfor- 
mance, not to have expreſſed myſelf in 
that looſe negligent Manner, as if I thought 
either that the Will (which is nothing but 
the Power of chuſing) was no Faculty, or 
that there were in Mas = e ons 
But for four — ſhould! acide a 
De of your Conceſſions, you are reſolved 
not to be too liberal of them; and there- 
fore tho you grant God can do all you have 
mention re yet you deny that it ap- 
pears, or even ſeems to be libely that he ever 
bas actualiy exertis d ſuch aa ſouereign Aut bo- 
rity, ſo much as in any one fingle Inſtance. 
you mean (as 1 ſuppoſe you 
do) ſuch an Autbority, or Power, as over- 
rules the Exerciſe of our F aculties, or de- 
ſtroys the natural Liberty of Man to chuſe 
Good or Evil, Iwill not diſpute the Matter 
with you, for ſuch Reaſons as may be in- 
ferr d from what has been ſaid above. But 
I can by no means agree that if there had 
been any ſuch Inſtances, theſe ' would not 
bave been properly Acts of God's Mercy and 
Goodneſs, as well 'as of his Wiſdom to = 
fome great. Purpoſes of Government. 
far St. Paul may be reckon'd an Inſtance wie 
this Sort, is not eaſy to determine; fince it 
does not appear how far the Spirit of God 
acted upon the Mind of that Apoſtle at the 
Tin ime of his ehen, ** Words 10 
17 
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deed that he was ld u under no 
ceflity of paying Obedience to it; ee 
this we are ſure of, that his Co 0 Was 
the Effect of ſuch a mitaculous Power, chat 
we can hardly form to ourſelves any Notior 
of ſo great an Obſtinacy as could have' = 
able to withſtand it. And tho” this mira 
culous Power was exerted, as the Ser pete 
informs us, in order to make St. 8 
great Inſtrument in the Hands of G 8 

the Propagation of the Goſpel among 
Gentiles; yet all this Pt nor hinder 

Apoſtle from continually ſpeaking of $a 5 


an Att of great Mercy and Goodrieſs rOwa 
him: And therefore; tho ag 10 1 ſay Y, 


ve cannot argue from what God Bar dane mn 


one Caſe, to what he will do in another yet 


this and other extraordinary Inſtances of 
the like Nature, may ſerve to give us greater 


Ground of Comfort, - and Encoura ment 


for our Hope in all Caſes; becauſe they 


tend to raiſe in our Minds ch higheſt No- 


tions of the long Suffering and Kinaneſs. F 
God our — who ts not willing that any 


ſhould periſh, but that all Men ſhould come 


to Repentance, and be ſave. oe 2881 
ledge of the Truth, 0 war: 


c #: 
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„his is the great End of all God's Pro- 
ceedings in his Government of the World, 
the promoting the Happineſs of Mankind: 
And tho we may well ſuppoſe, that in the 
carrying on this gracious Deſign, he never ex- 
erts.any extraordinary Acts of Power, but for 
be ſo well attain d any other Way; yet we can 
haye no Reaſon from hence to affirm, that 
becauſe theſe Inſtances of Power tend more 
directly to the general Benefit of Mankind, 
therefore, they may not as properly be 
eſteem d Ads of Mercy and Goodneſs to par- 
ticular Perſons, as any other more ordinary 
Acts of his Providence. The miraculous 
Cures perform d by our bleſſed... Saviour 


upon the Bodies of Men, tho deſigu d to 
convince the World of his own Divine Au- 
thority, and thereby to ſet forth the Glory 

of $90.0, * AM | 2 Manner, 
Were all of them as properly Acts of Mercy 
and Goodneſs to the Gere 0 as —— 
1 Operations of the Spirit upon the Mind, 
are, at preſent, to every Believer who receives 
the Benefit of them. And theſe latter Acls 
of Mercy and Goodneſs do in their Propor- 
tion and Degree tend to the ſame great End 
with the former; namely, the manifeſting 
the Perfections of God to the World, and 
the aſſerting the Divine Origin of our 'boly 
Keligion; according to that of our Lord, 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 
+; may 
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As to what you tell us, that the rote 
Mercy and Goodneſs muſt" always" operate 
equally towards Objects in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances, this is not abſolutely true in 
irſelf. Many Caſes may be put, where it 
may be impoſſible for God to be determin'd 
in the Exerciſe of his Mercy and Good- 
— by any other Reaſon but hisown Will 
and 2 Before the Creation, while 
his Creatures had yet no Being, and conſe- 
quently bad done neither Good nor Evil, what 
could move him to beſtow glorious Perfecti- 
ons upon one in compariſon! of another; 
make one a Man, and another a Brute, and 
fo vice verſa, but the arbitrary Determina- 
tion of his awn Choice ? Again, may we not 
be at Liberty to ſuppoſe two Perſons exactly 
in the ſame Circumſtances, and yet if the 
Wiſdom of God has before determin'd him 
to beſtow a particular kind of Bleſſing but 
upon one of them, muſt we-not grant that 
it is not poſſible for his Mercy and Goodneſs :- 
to operate equally towards both? Had acbb ; 
and Eſau, for inſtance, been both in the I 
ſame Circumſtances, yet the Wiſdom of God, 
having determined that only one of them 7 
ſhould inherit the promis d Bleſſing, it be- 
came neceſſary that the other ſhould compa- i 
_— be * by and — 
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It were eaſy. to give many other Exum 
ples of the ſame Nature; but it ſeems un- 
neceſſary, ſince 1 it is ſufficient to to ſay, that 
tho it be certain God never acts out of Ca- 
price, or Humour, but is always determin d 
in the Exerciſe of his Government of the 
World, by ſuch Reaſons as are infinicely 
wiſe — lus in themſelves, yet the Know- 
ledge of theſe Reaſons are ſo. generally con- 
ceal'd from Men, that his Proceedings. 
pear to us, for want of competent Knowledge 
io judge of them, to be in a great Meaſure 
arbitrary; according to that of the Apoſtle, 
O the depth. of — riches both of the wijdom 
and buena ef God ! How axftorabybloare | 
bis —— and his ways: paſt + out! 
For who bath known the mind of he Lord, or 
aoho hath been bis counſellor * And this is the 
Jeaſt that we can ſuppoſe to be implied in 
that Declaration of God, I will be gra- 
ciour W#*avbom 1 will beigracious, and will 
ſhew mercy on whom I will ſbem mercy . We 
are taught the ſame Doctrine from the Pa- 
rable of the Labourers in the Vineyard; 
Mbere, when ſome murm ured, J. — they 
qobich bad wrought but ane hour, were made 
equal unto them which bad born the burden 
and beat of the day; the Lord of the Vine- 
yard, thought ir — to anſwer one f 
{hems Friend, I do thee no er is it not 


lau- 
E Rom. i ii. 33> 34 +Exod, xxxiii. 10. 


whole 
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And lat wich, this agrees the 
—— to the Romans, where 
St. Paul ſeerns to ſet himſelf to .ſhew 
that the P urpoſes . of God in "Eleftion, 
tho founded in the higheſt Wiſdem 
and Juſtice, dart ſo 7 vaſearchabls 
by human Reaſon, that we are unable, as 
to what appears to us, to reſolve | his — 
ceedings in this Matter, into any Thi 
elſe beſides his own abſolute Will and Plea+ 
ſure. So tben it is not of bim tbat willeck, 
nor f bim — a Us 5 _ that 
L Mevey i ei Hod 
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From hence appear e: Vanity * your 
pretending to prove the Point you contend 
for, from the — ſtated Laus by which 
God governs x World. For tho” it may 
be true that God bas preſcribed himſelf 


Rules, founded in his infinite Wiſdom, for 


the Government of the mara as well as na- 
tural World; yet if either theſe Rules, or 
the Subject upon which this Government i 15 
exerciſed, viz. the human Mind, are in 
great Meaſure concealed from your Know- 
ledge, from whence will you be able to 
form ſuch Obſervations upon the paſt Pro- 
ceedings of God, as n to Weer. con- 
clubvel from them? u 

To 

0 Matt. xx. I Rom. ix. 16. 
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0 convinee you more fully, if p 
the Folly ef ſoch ati Attempt; 
tell mo by what Rules God'p in af- 
Tording greater Degrees of Light to ſome 
Nations then others? Why! is be Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel continued at this Day to 
lane People who flight and abuſe it, "ind 
not at all imparted to others? And why 2 
our Lord when it was firſt publiſned 
it in ſome Cities, and ws the T . it 
by ſo many Signs and Wonders where he 
knew it would: be deſpiſed and rejected, at 
the ſame that he neglected other Places, 


_ 


that would have received and obey'd it? Our 
Saviour s own Words “ to his Countrymen, 


tho! they give a particular Reaſon why he 


made no long ſtay among them, do yet ſeem 
plainly to intimate to us, that if we ſearch 


Diſpenſations of Providence, but the good 
Pleaſure of God, our Enquiries muſt prove 

vain and fruitleſs. And be ſaid unto them, 
pe will ſurely ſay unto me this proverb, Phy- 


Acian heal thy ſelf,” whatſoever aue have heard 


done in Capernaum, do alſo bere in thy country. 
And be ſaid, Verily T ſay unto you, 70 prophet 
is accepted in 'bis'own country. But I tell 
you' of 'a truth, many widows were in Iſrael 
in tbe 0% Elias when tbe heaven was 


10 up three years and fix months; ou great 


e 


Matt. xi. 
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for any other Reaſons in general of thoſe 
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{amine uus throughout all the land: But unto; 
none of them muas Elias ſent, fave:unto Sarepta: | 


a city of Sidon, unto a woman that 
dow ; and 


WAS, 4 Wh! 
lepers were in Iſrael, in the 


time of Elifeus the prophet, 3 | 


Was = GR ſaving Naaman the Syrian . 
Now, if, as our Saviour ſeems to argue, 


here, the paſt Methods of Providence in the 
Government of the World are ſo far from 
being of any uſe to us, to enable us to de- 

termine by what Rules, or Laws, God pro- 
ceeds in the giving, continuing, or with- 


holding the Light of his Gel, or any other I 


outward Means of Grace, that they ought to 


diſcourage us from any ſearch after them; 
how can it be imagin'd, that they can prove 
more effectual in enabling us to diſcover the 
Rules, or Laws, which God may have pre- 


ſeribed to himſelf for diſpenſing — inward 


Aſſiſtance of his Spirit? And yet this is all 
the Ground you pretend to go upon in the 
Argument you offer as a conclufive- Proof of 
the State you have aſſerted, as will evidently 


appear from che following Examination of 
il. „ N ht vr 46 
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you, ert the moral, os well 


God, 5 


as the — Werld, by general flated Laus: 


i. e. I ſuppoſe, as be has eſtabliſhed general 


Laws of Motion for the Government — the 


6 ma- 
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material Wortd; ſo he haspreſcribed:to him- 
ſelf "fixed and certain . R u Or Laws 5 for; 
his Proceedings in the Government of Man. 
Well, that the Argument may proceed, let 


it be — ek J muſt ſtill continue to 
profeſs myſelf, in a great Meaſure, ignorant 
of the Nature of them; but I hope you 
will inform me. What is the next Step, 
pray? Different Means of Grace haue been 
afforded to different Ages. I believe there has, 
what follows? The Heathens' had the lenft; 
the Jews more, and Chriſtians now enjoy the 
greateſt Means of all. So I always thought; 
but what am I to infer from hence? That 
 fince God has been pleaſed to make tbeſe three 
different Diſpenſations, the ordinary Rule of 
his Proceedings towards the Heathens, Jews, 
and. Chriſtians reſpectively, no 'one under the 
Taft Diſpenſation bas a Right to require, or 
Reaſon to expect any other than the ordinary 
Means appointed for Chriftrans in general, 
no more than a Few could have claim d or ex- 
pected what the - Goſpel Covenant imparts, or 
an Heathen have demanded or expected the 
ſuperior Advantages allowed to the Fews. + 
I can't yet ſee whither all this tends, or 
what uſe you deſign to make of it; but 
whether it be to the Purpoſe or befide the 
Purpoſe, you muſt not expect all this can 
be ſuffer d to paſs juſt in the Manner it is 
here laid down. It ſeems to me that the 
Jeus had reaſon both to claim and * 
| 0 
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what the Goſpel Covenant imparts, becauſe 
they ſtood intitled to it by Promiſe; the 
Heathens indeed had no right to demand, 
but from their natural Apprehenſions df 
the Goodneſs of the Divine Being they had 
much ground to hope, that ſince the Light 


of Reaſon had in a great Meaſurt fail'd of 


being able to inſtruct the World in the 
Knowledge of the Nature and Will of God, 
ſome more effectual Means would one time 
or other be employ d to reveal theſe impor- 
tant Truths to them. No  Chriftians, I 
grant, can have any Ground to hope or ex 


pointed under the Goſpel Diſpenſation; but 
the Reaſons ate, not becauſe in ict Fu- 
flice they can demand no more, but be- 
cauſe this Diſpenſation can never fail by 
Chri/?'s Promiſe of producing in ſome Mea- 
ſure, the End:defign'd by it; and likewiſe 
becauſe we have expreſs Warning given us 
in Scripture, chat if we neglect or abuſe 
the Means vouchſafed under the Goſpel, 
we have nothing further to expe ; for 
that this is the laſt and greateſt Effort of 
Mercy that God will make for the reclaim- 
Theſe Obſervations offer d themſelves fo 
directly in the Way, that it was hardly poſ- 
ſible to forbear taking ſome Notice of them, 
ſſary, as to any 


Advantage you can poſſibly make of all 
03 TY that 


. | 60520 
that has been hitherto ſaid." Be bn 
therefore to inform me, how you intend 1 
ſhould apply the foregoing Argument ro tb 
Point under Confideratian. For tho when 1 
look back upon your Paper, I find you 
think you have — doing it already, yet 
for fear all the reſt of your Nate ſhould 
in chis reſpect be as dull as: myſelf, -I can't 
but hope you have ſomething left ſtill in re- 
ſerve to ute us a little more plainly where 
the Force of it lies. Let us hear then what 
follows." This being -the Caſe; it appearing 
both from et and Experience, that 
there has been always a ſettled Courſe of Pro- 
vidence, from which it did not depart but on 
very extraordinary Occaſions, reſpecting 
the great Endi of Government, and that in 
Conſequence of: this eftabliſh'd Method of G. 
vernment, Cbriſtians in general, who ſlight 
the ordinary Meant of 2 appointed for 
them, have: no Title to extraordinary Ones, 
nor any Ground of Hope that God will grant 
them; therefore from theſe. Principles you 
think it will follou, that you have proved 
your. Aſertion. This indeed is ſomewhat 
ſo admirable, that to be ſure, Sir, you muſt 
have ſtudied Mathematicks very cloſely in 
your younger Days, or have ſince been much 
converſant with That great Maſter of Rea- 
\ ſon Mr, Chillingwortbh, to have acquir'd this 
excellent Knack at diſputing, and to have 
learned ſo nicely to * your Principles 
; to 
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glad roborrow your Spectacles for a Moment, 
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in the Conſequence beyond what is contain's | 
in the Premiſes. * Tow ſuperior muſt a. 


Writer with ch your prodigious © Talents, app 
to all his ON 'empordries, when he is able to 
make Arguments of ſuch Materials as no 
one could uſe but himſelf, and then tack 
the Point to them whith he is to prove, o 


firmly, that nothing but Scri nk e very Plain N 4 


indeed, and incapable of any other Conftrubtion, 
can ever make them drop ringer: But if it 
be not too much Preſumption, I could be 


to diſcover what magick Charm you employ 
to unite together Principles and Conclu- 
ſions, where, with my naked Eyes, I am 
utterly unable to diſcern the leaft Con- 
nection. If I did not know that I had much 
Reaſon to ſuſpect my own Underſtanding, 
when I peruſe the Works of a great Genzvs, 
I ſhould have been extreamly apt to fancy 
in this Place ſome Omiſſion or other of the 
Printer, which I ſhould have thought the 
more fatal, as L am alrogether at a Loſs to 
conjecture which way J am to ſupply it. 
For I own to you truly, I can as yet difcern 
nothing more in all you have ſaid, than 


thus. 

God did not favour Men chat lived under 
the Light of Nature only, with any Revelation; 
nor did he reveal the * 1 to the Fetos, to 
whom 


o 


whom he only gave che Law (which. as 1 
hinted before, is not ſtrictly true neither ;) 
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nor laſtly, will he grant to Chriſtians any o- 


ther ordinary and outward Means of Grace 
than thoſe, contained. in the Goſpel; and 
therefore becauſe if they refiſt theſe, God 


will raiſe no other Perſon from the Dead, 


nor ſend any other Meſſenger from Heaven, 

to Work new Miracles, and to preach new 

\ Come, beſides that which has been alrea« 
dy: d 


hence. conclude, that it is moſt agrecable to 
God's 5 ice, Wiſdom. and Goodneſs, to witb- 


traw the common and ordinary Influences of 


Dis. Spirit; together with all the outward 
Calls of his Word and his Providence, from 
ſuch Infidels and Sinners, and leave them in 
2 ſtate of ahſalute 2 or under a 
Judicial and unalterable 
tance. n 


7 


ment again, and tell me how you like it; 
and, at the ſame time, do me * Juſtice to 
take notice, that I acknowledge I have in- 
ſerted of myſelf, the withdrawing the out- 
ward Means of Grace (when you mentioned 


no more than the common and ordinary In- 


Fluences of the Spirit) in order to recommend 
the Argument the better to your Approba- 


tion. But I had a right to add zhe/e to the 


other, for two Reaſons: Firſt, Becauſe you 


have drawn your Argument wholly from 
97 Mb "x 


elivered. by our Lord, we may from 


Incapacity of Repen- 


he bubmard A ufforded do 8 


any ſuch or hot. And, Seco 


e 1 . 


and Heathens, and have ft at all 
with the cammon and ordinary 1 
the Spirit, upon the Minds of e tho 
Sorts of People; even fo much a8 to let us 
underſtand whether you think there wer 


nuly, Bevauſe 
no outwatd Calls of God's Mord, dr Provi. 


dence; can prove effectual to beget [Rejpetis 
tance, where God is not pleaſed: ro:nevortſs. 
pany them with the inward Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit; and then you know Secu 
ward Means muſt be Er- tod, finet 
as you tell us, it can never be an Aft of- Wig 
dom to do any thing ta 10 good: Nurpeſe. But 
our own Experience, which teathesnothing 
elſe in this Matter that I know. of, fhews-us 
evidently 75is is falſe; for wie ſee erer y Day; | 
that the outward Means of Grace arè con- 
tinued to the very worſt of Sinners tõ their 
Lives End. And tlierefore with your gbod 
Leave, I ſhall borrow a little from yu 
and ſay, that becauſe the continuing Ahe 
outward Means can be to . good: cho. : 
without the inward Aid of the e e 
have good Reaſon to preſume r is donti- 
dued too. 8 

I know it may be faid, that hi ole 
Means can't be withdrawn without inter- 
tupting thoſe: general Læus you inſiſt ſo 


much upon, by which God governs the 


World. But according to you; God has 
= Hikes 


likewiſe fixed and eſtabliſhed general Rules 
for the ordinary Diſpenſation of his /pir:- 
'fual Grace, or inward Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit: And probably he may; but 
whatever theſe Rules are (for they have not 
been all fully revealed to me, tho' you ſeem 
to be as well acquainted. with them, as if 
you had been of Counſel with God in the 
eſtabliſhing them) I am ſure this is not one 
of them, never to beſtow it where he fore- 
| Tees it will prove aneffeftual to Salvation. For 
ſince as you ſay, it would be Blaſphemy 
8 pretend that God cannot tell what Effect 
his Grace will have upon all Men, we muſt 
be obliged upon ſuch a Suppoſition, to be- 
lieve, no Man who dies in an impenitent 
State ever received it at all, which is what 
I imagine you will not venture to aſſert, 
becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks of receiving 
the Grace of God in vain. © 
But co help you a little towards an An- 
ſwer, becauſe methinks, I ſee you ſome- 
whatata loſs, what ſay you now of alter- 
ing your Definition of judicial and final 
Obduration, and explaining this State to 
conſiſt not in God's wholly ceafing to act 
upon the Mind by the Operations of bis Spirit, 
and in determining never more to afford theſe 
Aids, but only in God's reſolving not to 
beſtow any extraordinary Aſſiſtances of his 
Spirit, while the ordinary Influences con- 
tinue to be abuſed.” And really if it mou 
do 
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dinary Afiſtances of Grace; no, 2 wt be 


the original Conſtitution F their Bodies and 


Clef, "than they have reſiſted. And tho this 
laſt Caſe ſeems to go farther than neceffary; 


RT 


do you any good, I could be content to lende 
you this, in return for borrowing of you be- 
fore; but the Miſchief is, you have fo a 
puzzled the Caſe with your Conceſſions, 
that this will not be ſufficient to help'you 
out of your Difficulties. -'For, as you fay 
very right, we can never” tell that a Sh 
ner is incapable of being influenced by the” or 


be notorioufly wicked, and living as it Were, 
without God in the W orld. And that we may 
not miſtake Four Meaning, you apply this 
general Poſition to the very worſt Caſes. 
that can poſſibly be imagin'd ; to Sinners 
enſlaved ſo far to their Vices, that their 
wicked Habits by growing as it were, into 


Temper of their Minds, are become part 9 
their Nature; to confirmd Infidels, who 
have fallen from Religion, after they were 
educated in a Cbriſtian Country in the 
Chriftian Faith, and were once rooted and 
grounded in its Principles; to ſuch Perſons 
in a word, as cannot have ſtronger Reaſons 
for believing Chriſtianity than they bave re- 
jeted ; or ftronger r from the Holy 


or it may be, than you here intended, and 

looks ſomewhat like confounding the "ordi- 

nary, with the extraordinary Gifts of the 

Spirit, yet the Reaſon you give for n "© 
Fl Or rg 3 "TM 
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concur 


ee by f 
7 wg 
Y - 


| 1 
h 
Is this, is very, gtorial, and Well worth 
qbſerying ;; wig. becauſe, the ſame Eui- 
zence may appear fironger to the Mind at one 
Lime than af angther ; and the fame: Degree 


 tpto ſuch g State us to be above the Influence of 


— 


tand by tbe vr dinarꝝ Means of Grace; for if 
you underſtand by them only the natural Ef- 
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their State of Trial. But if 


fay either the one or tlie 4 other. * 9013 NOU 
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God has totally ge m ee 9 
e ordlinu 
LION 


Means of Grave, you deſt n 

the ordinar Affiſtanct 25 writ,” 

for want'of competent Ro in Te Np 
that Aſſiſtance cis and to 20 it eK. 
tends; 1 Dees no ck Ferſon, chat 1 
has not form'd His bn are upon this "I 
Point from other Reaforts, will. vearare to 


You add, this is ater, "unleſs we fu 

what is equally abſurd ; and 185 is fort 
the ordinary Means of Grate under 100 G 
pel ſuperſede and deſtroy Free Will; or: 41 
tho' Men continue Free Agents, at liber | 
neglect and abuſe thoſe Meatss, jet that 0 . 
of them do it. Pray Sir, from whence toes 
it, or tan it appear, that any Men while 
they continue Free Agents, or retain theit 
Free Will, ma Of be 125 able of beig 
wrought upon by any leſs De ter of Shes 
than what muſt fupercede an 9 Free 
Will? And if they are not incapg ble of 
being influenc'd b by lets chan 55 their 
aftual Negeft, or Abuſe, of any lefs 55 rees, 


Ip mY the uns A 


does not 20 all come u 
$o that am almoſt te ted td think, be. 
cauſe it is more to the Purpole, tho* the 
very Revetſe of whar your” Words 55 5 
that you mean to intiniate, that by the Neg-. 
le& and Abuſe of Grace we may deſtroy 
our Free Wilt, and ceaſe to be Free Agent. 


© Sh But 
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N (49) 
But this will. remain to be proved; and 
hen it is proved anch it muſt likewiſe 

be ſhewn that any Men do in fad fin to that 
degree; a ly, that after they have 

done ſo, ſometimes continues ſuch 
Men in i or in a State of Probation, af- 
ter their Time of Trial is ended; None of 
which, Things have you yet offer d one Tit- 

le towards the proving. You ſay, indeed, 
upon the followin ng. Side of the Leaf, that 
an Incapacity of r may naturally 

ariſe ſooner than the Time of Life's Expira- 
tion, from the. Cauſes . produce it. But 
ſaying ſo is no Proof. That great and cry- 
ing Sins e or Sins of any Nature 

| long perſiſted in, do naturally. make. Re- 
pentance more difficult and uncertain, no 
one will diſpute. But how long a Courſe 
of Sinning muſt, be perſiſted in, or how | 

many 3 and what 15 of Sins are te- 
quit'd to lay a Man under an Incapacity of 
Repenting, I ſuppoſe muſt ever continue in 
the dark. As to God's continuing Men in 

Life after their State of Trial is ended, you 
ſay, God may have wiſe Reaſons for conti nuing 
- them ſome time here in ſuch a State of Impent- 
tence, as well as for ſuffering them after Death 
to continue in it to all Eternity, To which 

it may be ſufficient to anſwer, that if we 
A could by any means learn chat God ever 
I does ſo, he would no doubt have wiſe Rea- 
. for it. But till Jon can ſhew, which it 

would 
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1 would be Preſumption in any mottal Man 
e to attempt, that there are wiſe Ends and 
t Deſigns to be attained by this Means, which 
e cannot be compaſſed ſo well any other way, 
1 we muſt not immediately conclude, that be- 
+ cauſe ſuch a Method of Providence might - 
f have wiſe Reaſons aſſign d for it by ſo acute 
6 a Perſon as your ſelf, therefore God does cer- 

3 tainly act in this manner, Beſides, I hope 

t you do not mean that God does ardinariiy 
y 2 in this Manner, for the contrary is moſt 

7 apparent; and if it be only in an-extraordi- 

t nary Inſtance or two, the Reaſons aſſign d 

5 for admitting ſuch a Suppoſition had need _ 
6 be very extraordinary too, or elſe what will 

y become of that you before made ſuch a Stir 

0 about, God's governing the moral as well as 
2 the natural World, by general flated Laus. 
"IT; Bur this Paſſage of yours calls for ſome 

* farther Obſervations before I can diſmiſs it. 

f ' You ſay God may have wiſe Reaſons for con- 
n tinuing a Man ſome time here in ſuch a State 

n of Impenitence, as well as for ſuffering hin 

u after Death to continue in it to all Eternity. 
9 Sure, Sir, there is a wide Difference be- 

— tween theſe two Caſes. The one is the pro- 
hb per Time of Probation, the other of Puniſh- 

h ment; the one is before Judgment and Sen- 
e rence, and the other after it. And probably 
Ty the only good Reaſon, that can be aſlign'd, 

— why Sinners ſhould continue impenitent in 
it the other World to all Eternity, is becauſe 
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they dan have uo grounds to-expect Pardoiy 
upon Repentance; which: I ſuppoſe no 
Chriſtian, ſuch as I hope you to be, 
will ever affirm to be at any time the Caſe? 
in this World; for this would be doing 
deſignedly, what you charge Df. Lucas with? 
doing contrary uu bis D , uſing ſuch Ar- 

ts to fupport your Myporbeſs as undet. 
mine the Foundation" ef iche Goſpel; And 
for this Reaſon Jam much concerned at a 
Paſſage I meet with in your ſecond. Paptry, 
Yet even for theſe (Apoſtates'ahdRoprobates} 
I would fain-bilieve there i fill room for 
Mercy, 4 bey can apply for it ; which Words 
of yours ſeem to imply, you weuld be glad 
you & col ſee Reaſon to believe it, and by 
conſequence may be conſtrued to inti- 
mate {ome Degree of Doubt in you, whe⸗- 
ther there be Room for all Sinners to ex a 
| Mercy even upon Repentance. But I have 
too. good an Opinion of your: Chriſtianity,» . 
ſuſpect this ought to be looked upon as any 
thing more than a meer unguarded Expreſ- 
fion, which I conclude you would never 
have ſuffer d to flip- from you, if you had 
weigbed all your Words with that Caution 
you pretend to in the Beginning of that Pa- 
per, and which as you there and betone a 
JO ef: Jac inte Concern.” 


we are now come at laſt to thoſe Ant. 
ory Texts as you call them, that are per- 
fethly correſpondent with your N ot10n, wu 


ſuch undoubred Principles as no body would 


(489 | 
1 ſhall examine preſently; _ Fcawr help 
firſt, taking notice once more by the way 
of what you tell us in your Introduction ta 
ola — you choſe to | prion #nthe former 
Methad of Proof, as more certain than to 


ret the Cauſe upon the J aterpretation par- 


ticular Paſſages of Scripturę which may be 
3 I confeſs, Sit, almoſt every 


thing may be controverted, and I doubt has 


been ſo at one time or other, by odd kind 
of People. But L always took it to be the 
Belief of Proteftants, that all fuch important 
Paints, as you affirm this to be, 'wwhich' con. 
cern the Safety of Mankind in reſpett io their 
future State, and which 0UGH NOT to be con- 
cealed from them, might be found plainky 
deliver'd in the. Scriptures, From whenoe 
I naturally conclude, you; muſt think ſur- 
prizingly well of your own Abilicies, when 


you /imagin'd. you could either lay down = 


conteſt with you; or that you could after- 
wards prove your Opinion from them in a 


Point which is not to be determin d by N 5 


ſon, with greater Clearneſi and Certai 
than the Spirit of God could direct the Jas 
cred Authors to epreſs any. Propoſition in 
Scripture. Nut I ſuſpect all this proceeded 
from a ſecret Conſelouſneſt, that the De- 
clarations of God in Scripture when produ- 

ced, would appear little to your Purpoſe; 
and r I * it is not for nothing” 


that 


* 


„ ( 44) 
that you tell us theſe /atisfaFory Texts are 
perfectly correſpondent with your Notion. | 

I am ſo very unfortunate, that thro' your 

whole Performance, I am perperually at a 

Loſs what Signification your Words are de- 

fign'd to carry with them. When I had 

got in your Paper as far as ſatisfactory Texts, 

I thought I had Reaſon to expect nothing 
leſs than ſeeing: ſome Paſſages of Scripture, 
in which at leaſt you your ſelf believed, your 
Opinion might be found fully laid down 

and aſſerted in clear and expreſs Words; 
but before I am at the end of the ſame Sen- 
fence, I perceive your Heart miſgives you, 
and they are- only Texts correſpondent with 

your Notion. Pray, Sir, what is that? 
Texts that don't overthrow, or are not in- 
conſiſtent with your Notion? Why no 
doubt, there are many of choſe ; and if this 
will ſerve the Turn, it may be very eaſy to 
prove contradictory Notions from Scrip- 
ture, nay from one and the ſame Text of 
Scripture ; for it may very well happen to 
be thus far correſpondent with both the No- 
tions, as not to be inconſiſtent with either 
of them. I hope the firſt Text you take 

Notice of in Dr. Lucas s Diſcourſe, as what 

furniſh'd him with an Opportunity to make 

bis ſtrange kind of Reaſoning, as you are mo- 
deſtly pleaſed to term it, may at leaſt be 
allowed to correſpond ſo far with his Notion 

too, as not to intimate any thing * 
* ; ent 


ö 


| (59) 
ſtent with what he undertook to prove. 
Indeed that Text, notwithſtanding the 
ſtrange kind of Nueſtion you gravely ask up- 
on it, ſeems to me to go a little farther, and 
in ſome degree, to imply the Truth of 
what he contends for; and if this be what 
you mean by Texts perfettly correſpondent 
with your Notion, viz. that tho they don't 
expreſly aſſert, God is pleas d to continue any 
Cbriſtians here in a State of judicial and final - 
Obduration, or under an unalterable Incapa- 
city of Repentance, yet they tacitly ſeem to 
imply as much; fbis, I own, would be 
ſaying ſomething to the Purpoſe; but then 
it would fall out very unhappily, that the 
Text you place in the Front of all the reſt 
of your correſpondent Texts, and where one 
might reaſonably expect to find this State 
the moſt ſtrongly implied, implies juſt the 
quite contrary of what you would have it. 
So that if the Texts correſpond with one an- 
other, as I make no queſtion but they do, 
you had much better, in my humble Opi- 
nion, quit all Claim of holding Correſpon- 
dence with any of them. — * 


But to examine the Texts themſelves : 
My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, 
A ſurprizing Citation this ! enough to con- 
vince any one, that it is a Cuſtom with 
ſome Writers to cite Scripture rather for the 
Sound of the Words than the Senſe of them. 


For 


ny 646 3 
Fot had you attended but ever ſo little to 
the true Defign of this Paſſage, you would 
ſoon have found that Man does not here 

refer to all Mankind in all Ages, but to the 
Vunte- diluvians only. Neither does it con- 
tern, any particular Perſons among them, 
more wicked than the reſt, but relates to 
that whole Generation; and will any one 
ſay that God declares his Reſolution in this 
"Text; to conclude all that Race of Men 
under à judicial and unalterable Incapatity 
of Repentance, excepting only eight Souli ? 
If ſo, to what good purpoſe did he ſtir up 
Noah to be @ Preacher of Righteouſneſs & to 
that World, while the Ark was a preparing, + 
when he had already refolved ſo entirely to 
abandon all thoſe ungodly Men, as to afford 
none of them ſuch Aids of bis Spirit as 
ſhould: be even ſo much as barely ſufficient 
to put them into a Capacity of Repen- 
"tance ? But I believe; few that remember 
how that Paſſage ſtands in the Bible, need 
be told what the Meaning of it is; and to 
fave thoſe that have forgotten it; the Trou- 
ble of turning to it now, I ſhall here ſet 
down the verſe entire: And the Lord ſaid; 
My Spirit ſball not always ſitive with Man, 
for, that be alſo is Fleſh ; gr bis Days ſhall 
be an hundred and twenty Years}, i. e. God 
determin d not to bear wih che Wicked. 
„1 Petri + 1 Pet ü 26 Gen. 
bi. 3. 


„ ͤ Far od. 


tation, as I have now given of the Paſege 
ders Underſtanding to call upon him here 


„„ 
nefs of Man for ever, but te fix a certain 
period of Time, an hundred aud twenty. 
Years, after which he was reſolved to put 
an End to his Patience, and to 120477 fon 
the Repentanee of that Generation no len- 


ger. Tho Man was  Flefþ as the Text 3 


preſſes it, i. g. wholly given up to the Gia- 


tification of his; Fleſhly Luſis; and tho 


he had by that means varied aut the Spirit 
of God ſo far as to protoke him to ſeal un 
thoſe Sinners under the Daum of Ruin if they 
did not repent within a hundred and twen- 


ty Vears; yet this Ruin was not, that he 
would then abandon them to live on in a 


State, wherein they ſhould lie under an 
unalterable Incapacity of Repentance, fat 
want of the neceſſary Aſſiſtance of his 
Grace; but that his Spirit after ſo much 
Long-ſifering ſhould not continue to ſtrive 
with them any longer, becauſe he was then 
teſolved to deſtroy them all from the Fact 
of the Earth, by that univerſal Deluge, 
which Noah was appointed to preach and 
teſtify unto them, till the Determination of 
that Time. | | | 1 
After ſo plain and natural an Intetpre- 


before us; it would be ſuſpecting my Rea. 


to obſerve, that theſe Words, My Spirit 


ſhall not always ftrive with; Man, for that he 


alſois Fleſh ; yet bis Days ſhall be an hundred 
: oY | and 
| 8 3 


Pg 
\ 


1 (48) | 
and twenty Years, are ſo far from implying 
that God's Spirit ſhall ceaſe to ſtrive with 
Man, upon the Account of his Wicked- 
neſs, before his Days are ended'; that, on 
the contrary, it ſtrongly implies, the Spi- 
rit ſhould continue to ſtrive with him not- 
withſtanding his Wickedneſs, as long as his 
Life ſhould laſt; but that the Spirit of God 
might not always ſtrive to no Purpoſe, he 
ſhould be deſtroyed after a hundred and 
twenty Years, if he did-not repent ſooner. 
So, that as far as appears in this Text, the 
' ftriving of the Divine Spirit with Man fo 
long to win him to Repentance, and the | 
_ permitting him to live ſo long, are Expreſ- 
fions of one and the ſame Signification. 


The next Text is Rom. i. 28. God gave 
them over to a reprobate Mind. Pray Sir 
what is it you would have any one infer 
from hence? Did not St. Paul ſay this of 
all the Heathen World in general, that then 
was, before the coming of our Saviour? 
And can you really think that all thoſe 
Heat bens were ſhut up by a judicial Sen- 
tence, under an — J acl of 
Repentance, and conſe Pardon? I 
- fo, how came FR ge ors of theſe 
Mien to be afterwards waſhed, ſantiified, and 
Juſtiſied in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God? as you may fee, 
1 Cor. vi. 11. And if not, what is 1 
| a tnou- 


(49). 


2 thouſand fc like "Texts 70 the  Pargoli 
you alledge it 1 5 


This Wer ſuch, mY OY ws in tint? 
of a little Inaccuracy in your Language, 
which it would not be Worth my while to 
take Notice of, amidſt ſo many gtoſſer 
Blunders in the Senſe of your Papers, if 
you had not taken upon ybu to charge In- 
accuracies upon a Fork, where you are able 
to ſhew none. Your Words are theſe, - 
mu al — of rr of Setip- 
— ts , as bein ety" cor= 
) —_ ai the Ne. 2 a5; 
FJ My Spirit ſhall not always be With Ma: 
- Wy Sr thoſe Cora atofy e. by the 
| Rules of Grammer, fuch Paſſag es of Scrip- 
ture as, thoſe Heathens (did hc Sir? Where 
is the Verb? cite, or read, or reſect? No, 
no ſuch Matter, but) whom: St. Paul . 
God gave over to 8 N pb Ming. 


But let us TY on to mote en Mat. 
ters, and examine what follows. And hc 
lagain not Paſſages of Scripture, but) Jews 
from whom,” as we are inform d by the 955 
ble of the T alents, God withdrew his Spirit, 
becauſe they had not improved it. I really 
think ſuch as, thoſe Heathens might have 
ſerved here again, full as well as they did 
before; but if there be any Beau 


ty in 


changing the Expreſſion into and thoſe Jes, 
with all my Heart, Iwill notdiſpute with you 


about 


(300% 


about Trifles; eſpecially in a Paſſage; ee 
the Generality of Readers muſt ſtand: oblig d 
to you for ſo much new Light ponr d into 


them, as in that before us. For I believe, 


few Men ever knew till this Mowene,thatihe 
Parable concern d either the Heathens, or 
Jeus, in particular; but rather thought i it 
concern'd all Mankind in general, who have 
here repreſented to them, as — ſup⸗ 
ſuppoſed, the Proceedings of our Tanga at the 
e e ee mote largely and 
diſtinctly than in the Parable of the aviſt and 
foul 72 A to which it is immediately 
ſubjoined by St. Mathew , and which ſeems 


more certainly to relate to good d bad 


Cbriſti ans on. 
1. ſhould now be apt t to call . your 
Readers to bleſs themſelves for the great 


| Happineſs that has- befallen them in light · 


ing upon a Writer, that will teach them to 
reform their old Errors, did I not conſider, 


that Men are commonly ſo obſtinate, as not 


to change their old Opinions for new, 


merely becauſe they are told they are in the 
wrong, without ſo much as the leaſt ſhew 
of an Argument to prove it. But, to be 


ſerious, it appears both from what goes be- 
fore the Parable, and from what fallows 


after i it, and from every Part of it, chat it 
aaf intended by opt lar for a — 


den ee 


"= E Vils 
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of the Manner, in which gentence bold 


8 af che laft Day. ler Had 
Fan nded to Din Je Eb! Fe 2 


Bg On WY ho Queſtions 7? — 
concerning ' the: time of the Petit | 
eruſalem — the other of tho Bud op » 


ori Tooth which, 2 Fe 
full —— Afnſtebis. He 12 gutt 
them wirh' many Sights that ſhould #676 
the Deſolation of Ferhat, and 7 | 
great Tribulation that ſhould 0 
particular” Judgment 'of that wic = * 
ungrateful City; and ther # 5 
oheſtle the Terrors of 'th 11. and gen 
judgment at the End of "the t. OA E | 
which, hie tells them, e as to the Pe 
ftruction of Ferufalem, the Sigus he had 
given them, might as certainly enable them 
to diſcover the time of its coming as the 
puttin ng forth of - the Leaves of tlie gore] 1 | 
Lula 1 them of the a Preuch of 
mer; and concludes his 1 (og Account of 
that Matter, with afforing them, that the 
Generation which was then living, ſhould 
not paſs, till all theſt Thinge were, 2 mas 
But as to the time of the laſt Ju emen | 
or End of the World; he declares, Of bat 
Day and Hour tnoweth m Man; fo, "not © 
the angel of — but my Father = hs ad 
E 2 — rom 


us Man. xxiv. ver. 3. I | Ibid. ver. 29. 
| Ver. 32, 33 t ÄVet. * Ver. 46. 
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From, which, Uncertainty, -he draws: this 
Inference, Watch therefore, for ye. know nat 
ubat Hour your Lor d tb come ꝰ. And toex- 
cite all Men to this Watchfulneſs, many 
Arguments are made uſe of, in the various 
Deſeriptions that are given us of the Pro- 
ceedings that ſhall be obſerved at the laſt 
Pay; and of che happy and miſerable Con- 
ſequences, that will attend our being either 
aqcquitted, or condemn d, at that Tribunal. 
| Theſe Deſcriptions are continued on thro 
the remainder of that 24th Cbapter of 
St. Mattbew, to the very End of the agth; 
in the middle of which, we meet with this 
Parable of the Talents. The Chapter begins 


4 


with that of the wiſe and fooliſb Virgins; 
which muſt needs be underſtood of the laſt 

aasee not only from the Matter of it, 
but likewiſe becauſe. it is confin d to that 
Time, by its being connected to the prece- 
dent. Accounts of rave, Tufameats with the 
Word Then (rere) at the Entrance of. it. 

Tben ſball the Kingdom of Heaven be lilen d 
unto ten Virgins, &c. . Beſides which, it is 

worth obſerving, that we are prevented from 
all poſſibility of miſtaking the Time that 
Parable relates to, by our Lord's concluding 
it with the very ſame Exhortation, he had 
juſt before taken occaſion to make from the 
Uncertainty of the Day of judgment; 
ene > 2 


| 1 5827 
match ibergęfe, "for ys knot fit ber ti Dh 
nor the Four wherein the Sung, Man comorh b. 
Then follows immediatiy, Wirhout any in- 
tervening Words whateyer, this Parable of 
the Talents; and when that is finiſh'd; our” 
Lord goes on directiy to ſpe ene he | 
Proceedings at the WANG on ehera) Ju Judgment 
of the World; and, d efovibies* in = 
Words, whathe had be e Hgnified ir the 
Parable) both the different Sentences thar „ 
ſhall be paſſed at that Day upon che Rig 
teous and the Wicked; und Iikewife . 
Reaſons upon Which theſe erent 
be founded. When "the Son of Man | foul} 
come in his glory, and all tb holy angels with 
him, ben bal be fel. upon the ee of f bis 
glory: Aud before” him ſhall be gat 4 all 
nations, and he” ſhall ſtyarate mY; Kc. 80 
that thus fat is plain, chat we ate Gbligect 
both from What goes before the Parable: 
and from what fottows after it, to under 
ſtand the Rewards and Puniſhments, Which 
are mentioned in this Parable, of the diffe⸗ 
tent Sentences that ſhall be paſſed upon hofe. 
different Sorts of Servants at the Day of 
Judg met. ee 
The ſame Thing wil likewiſe appear evi- 
dent from our Examination of the Parabe 
itſelf, which I believe is generally, and that 
not _ r 0-4 thus explain d. God, 
8 E 3 2 Welche 


* Matt, xxv. 13. 
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1 1 
= matted, 75 tha Fat Who is, at 
reſcht: repreſented s at a great iſtano 
Ws, my being gene into @ far Hur ene 
F again allen 4 aug 1 
relence at the general hudgens 


rem all Mankind, in what Ma 
have employes be ſeveral. Gifte. chat 


EM... 
Uſe We che 
; A yaripus Talents, we 
ws all e 755 appron'd 
eee rb, thou good 
7 — * inte 
4 or elle puniſh d with 
one; ho, ag the 
f as ſentenc d to, loſe the 
len ( He. was intruſted wich was com 
. — 296 as an unprofitable. Servant 
110 auter Darkneſs, 72 aro gan” ap 
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to believe any Man m i 
Grabe, but the contraty; ſince all Mater 
are here repreſented ax if be wicked and un- 


profitable Servant, ſhould not have his To- 


lent taken from bin, till ſuch time as he is 
condemn'd to begin his State of Puniſhment 
in another Won d. Unlefs' any one can 
think, that a Sinner Can be ſaid with any 
Propriery, to be 64ſt in this Life into veer 


Darkne}s, where ſhall be Weeping and | gnaſt- 


ing of Teeth; or that the good and faithful 


Ser ban; to hom the Talent Was ordeted | 
to be Ziven, Was continued in a State f 
Trial, res he had already enten 'd into the 
Foy of "bis Lord.” He is ſuld, indeed, to be 

made a Ruler er many things, but we are . 


not from hende to fe, char dis Diligence 


and Fidelity was no- 0. be any, 1 
proved in 145 Charge cofnmitted to Him; 
For this  Expreflion' 1 deflgn'd only to intl 
mate to us the great Honour and Glory, 
which ſhould accompany. the State he was 
now to be exalted to; nothing being more 
common in Sci pure, than to find, the Glo- 
ry of A future Lie defrivedby the Rule and 
author ry by the Thrones eas Crowns, "of > 
this. Nöbody's Memory can fail of dg 


geſting to his Mind a Multitude of Inſtan- 


ces of this Nature; but becauſe one | 
E 4 Exams 


699 
Example muſt be as, good as many in ſo 


12 


fer pret thoſe Words of our Lord in chis Pa- 
Th : Unto every one that bath,. ſhall be 
given, &c. of the Rewards and Puniſhmentg 
of another Life; tho if there were room to 
apply them bere, Us, we find them uſed in 
other Places) to God's dealings with us in 
this, they would contain nothing in them 
but what all Chriſtians are ready tq admit of; 
namely, that the better ar Worſe any one 
employs bis Talents, the more or leſs Reaſon 
be has to hope for the Continuance and In- 
greaſe of God's Mercies to him. 


Thus far 1 baye gonſider d this. Parable 
In the Senſe, in which I ſuppaſe it to be moſt 
generally received, But if you deſire to 
have wy own true Sencirpents upon it, tho 
I agree with what has been already ſaid, as 
do the explaining it of the laſt udgment z 
yer from ſome Circumſtances gf it, I am 
2 relating to all Mankind in general, 
chat it was not iptended by our Lord to be 
underſtood, like the former Parable of the 


= 
[7 Virgin, 
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the former Parbble, and neceſſity to be un- 


ment. And, accordingly, 
 lents, repreſented as delivered to the Ser- 


3x 


4 37) 
Virgins, even of h Chriſtians but only bt 


Gifts of the Holy G 


Fig, That it does not elke ed all Mann 
kind in general, I chink may be gather d 
from hence; | becauſe the Kingdom g of” Hea. 


wen, which is expreſs d at the beginning of k 


derſtood at the ing of this, does ufual- 
ly: fignify the Reign of the Mefiab, or rather 


the State of the Church under his Govern. 
we find the Ta- 


vants in the Parable by our Lord, and not 


by the Father, as they woull id moſt probably 
have been, mb alles den to'fig- 
nify God's different Dealings with Men Tn 
the different Ages of the World. re 


Next, that this Parable was ſ debe otily 
of ſuch Chriſtians as ſhould receive 


ifts of the H hoe 
traordi Gifts of the Ho 9; m 

— firſt; Becauſe: 98 alents us | 
here : diſpenſed with ſo great k Variety, ti 
ſome more, and to others fewer; hen it 
ſeems as if the common and ordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit to every Believer, Which are 
beſtowed with a greater Equality, wight, 
upon that Account, have been better re 
ſented by a like Number of Talents, as we 
find it done by our Lord in another Parible 2 
Secondly, That Expreſſion of giving #0 


every Mon according to his ſeveral Abili- 
ties, 


duch of them as ſhould receive the extragrs. "1 


7 

10 lee me to imply, vnlaſs we can ſuppuſe 
all cheſe Morde be mech Expletives that 
in this Diſpegſation co he: exiraordinary 
Gifts conſort vpon the 5ſt Lian, re- 
g2rd;ſhould he had id Man's formęr Diſpol 
Actions and Rbilities; ſon ab dhatoevery ont 
wighs: belt Employ che Talent Hei creceived 
for; the general Benefit and Edification of 
the C licyheread all «Chriſtians may be 
thought equal capable of reteiving. the or- 
dinaty and. ſapctifying Grares of the Spirit 
fer their Mn d vantage and, in ſome De. 
ges t00, far thet-of others.»:: Thirdly, Iam 
ſomewhat the more confitru d in this Opi⸗ 
nion: becauſe Ji ſee: this! Pargble was: delit 
verſd 3 jun before bis Death, 

| when h je as mere likely than at any other 
time, to ſpeak af that extraardinary Effi 
pon of the Spirit, he was going to receive 
ower, from che. Farber n, to u forth 
uppn his Diſcipies 10 ſoon after} To which 
we may add. H, as worth obſerving, that 
we find our Lord. was difedutfing' in the 
Itter End of the. fotegoing Chapter; more 
particularly ef ſueh Servants,-4s Ihould be 
employ d. in. che axtraordinary Offices of His 
Church mm whence ee. the leis 
' Unpro think he added this Parable 
tor the Other, Purely "with ! r 
apr ray u N17 Wa 100 yd 58 Hd 

6 gatvig to noir 58 T „ Now 
n N 2 5 Ads; ii. Fa." 2 in * N 
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\ Now, r This 8 a, . 
ig whic —.— erte 
thoraties to Doo mz it appears fir 
you have cited a f Parablexo, prove. 5 5 
grew. his Spirit {or the ordinary. A | 
only, has, ea relation at all -ro, the ei in 
particular, but likewiſe 4 concerns 
iraculans Endow J 
the, firſt Chritions. And, Thi 


ever, we are to ur — 
this; Parable; whether — — or — 
traordinary Gifts, of the Spirit, Jet: J have 
abyndantlyſhewn, that we are ſo far from 
baking und dom deres o belege | 

Talents, are  withdrozmn in this 
Life & 3 chat 


of the;Pareb able canſpiretorepreſengtiem as 
not lan poey-from any Man, till he is re. 
—— Death. into the other Word. 80 
that cho I never expected to fee; any. Paſſa- 
ges produced from. Serzprure::{ufficient far 
Yqur Purpo AE LS but think. it haps 

pens extremely unlucky, that you fhould.be 
able t find no whes correſpondent Texts - 
chere, his ack, 2s refuſe. to hold any ther 
Cortaſpondence with: your N Gel than barely 
as much as maꝝ ſerve to confutè it. 1.1, dare 
lay, f eu had pen d; your Bibi e at falt 
dom, you would not} always have il fe | 
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But 


2 (ee 
But perha ps you - miſtook the Parth1-of 
the Talents för the fame with 2a I hinted 
A ere, of che Pounds in the 19th Ch; 
fer of St. Lutr, wich was ſpoken at à diffe- 
rent Time aud Place; of the ordinary Gifs 
of the Spirit, and has in ſome Cireumſtan- 
— of ! it, a more immediate relation to the 
: And, ir chis be ſo, you know it 
t be any great matter of Trouble, When 
you-write net upon this Subject, to chan 
the Word Talent in into Pounds, and all will 
be well gam; or if you like hat better, 
you may order an Errata with ſuch an Al. 
Keaton. and then the * will paſs for 
the Printers inſtead of yours. But if nei. 
ther of theſe Ways ſhould pleaſe. rather 
than be thought to preſs too hard upon you, 
T'could Be Willing re oblige you ſo far as to 
grant (What 1 believe is more Kot either 
you, or any Man elſe cun prove) 
Lord in ordering the Talent to be taken from 
the wicked' and uprofitable Servant, had an 
Eye to the Rejection of che Jews, WhO 
mould fee be Kingdom of God taten from 
them, and given tb a nation bringing e the 
Fruits thereof '*. And if this Conc 

do you any good, you are welcome to make 
the moſt of it; only I muſt deſire you to re- 
member, that tho the Jewi in general as a 
| Nation, ceaſed: to be God's covendnted Po- 


th | 
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oh þ upon. the Were not 10 non. of he. and 4 
—.— 1 all the e ff Means df 95 


vation, but tha ee em con 
daily 40 be adde the Is 4 e the De: 
ſtruction of, 70 N [ids acts” 

And thus I have at length. * 5 3 
Parable, upon which thou; h 1. have been 
much longer than was abſolutely .neceflary, 
yet J hope my Time has not been altoge 

miſ-· employ d. However that I. may. 
ſeem tedious, 1 will endeavour to give 
quicker Diſpatch t to Wa renzin 
ceed ne 8 


| There are ns I con 1 KoRn: 155 775 
our grieving, and quenching the Spirit (tho 
this laſt if I remember right, is mentioned 

but once, where it relates to propbeſying — 
and that this grieving the Spirit may at 
length provoke God to withdraw bis Grace 
in ſome meaſure, and for ſome time from 
us. We may grieve a Parent by our Undu- 
tifulneſs ſo far, as that for ſome time he may 
ſhew himſelf little concern d about us; but 
a good Parent will never wholly caſt off the 
_ of wicked Children, While it is in bis 
Power to uſe any proper Means towards re- 
claiming them. And much leſs may we 
conclude, will our heavenly Father. t to 9 y 
aban- 
* x Theſ v. 19. 
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Sinners in * Labs” as 


abandon any 


to determine never more to make the leaft Efe 


ort upon them, by thoſe PK "bis boly 
Pirit, that are neceſſary ta enabſe them t 
recover Yrond-vrbogs of the Dominion of Sin 
and Safan. 1 — ſtill venture. to ſay; not· 
ding any thing you have alledged 
to the contrary,” our natural A ppt mm ons 
of the Goodneſs of the Divine give 
us no Reaſon to think ſo; and it's appar 
from ſeveral Inſtances in 22 ture, a. 
God's own Declarations as there recbrded, 
that he is like the god Shepherd, always 
ready to ſeeł that which is 40%, ani{flamds at 
the. Door of our n and knocks till we 
* to him ? 21 . SY oo 9 
As to yout ul ct fs of Tft whith 1 
ſeribe, fay you, the Nature of Sin, tending 
always to grow more ſinful, theſe whatever 
they be, muſt all make againſt you; be- 
cauſe if the Nature of Sin be ſuch as to cauſe 
God at any time, ſo entirely to fotſake us, 
as to leave us under an unalterable Tncapacity 
of -Repentance,, we muſt from that time 
ceaſe to ſin at all, or to be any longer ac- 


_ conntable Creatures. For Sin, at leaſt ſuch 


Sin as may juftly render us liable to Puniſh- 

ment, can be nothing elſe, both accordin 

to our natural Notions of Guilt, and "is 
wiſe 


Fey. iii. 20 


ids en 
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wiſe the Deſcription of it in Sernpture, — 
a VOLUNTARY: Trunſpreſpun off. t the! Divi 
Ea, which it is in our Power(to avoid; 
1 er one can imagine, that the 
Helb will be co ll Eternity, in 
N the meaſure of their "Guilt; nf 
conſequently adding foe, to all Eternity, to 
the Degrees of their Puniſhment. But I 
need labourꝰ this. Point the” leſs becaufe 1 
obſerve from ſome Words ef Fours" Tower 


down; that We agree in Our OpHEE/] in this 
matter, tho! eee Opin yourſelf, 
I muſt leave you to enquire; h Words Þ 
refer to are theſe, Deſpair ebe n Cine 
in us, on the Fudgment of G We Our fut; 
which do certainly imply that the ent. 
tence, which is thejhatiiral Confequence of 
that Deſpair/:that/proceeds ftin * Nack 
ment of God, or an Incapytity of arion 
on the Account of out palt Sf is no torts 
gens Gorge? fit Ob 01 S 22810 Y3!: 1232 
Nothing more remains of dur i aun 
Proof, but chat wo are caution d to mn a- 
gainſt abe ,d Progreſs bf Sin, 4 
of us be harden'd thro! 7 Dece 
which I freely ac „ 48 8h 255 
tend to make our Salvation more: danyerots 
and difficult; for I prefuttie you your 
don t lay a much Streſt upon the Wor 
3 d, as co imagine as implies an Hucu- 


pacity 


7 5 
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Feet If you do, I muſt beg 


ve to put you in mind of ſome. Fews, in- 
troduced by = Prophet 1/aiabF, as applying. 
to God for Mercy with great Faith and De- 
votion, after ſuch time as their Heart had 
been en, e oy iy 1 
eds 2 144850 15.09) üb 
| _ Andnow Henne thewn, that there isnot 
the leaſt Shadow 8 Proof in all the Argu- 
ments jou baue offer d in defence of your No. 
tion, viz. that there is on this Side the Grave 
© @ State of abſolute Reprobation, or judicial and 
final Obduration, = amounts to an unal- 
terable Incapacity rn I might 
well leave Dr. e. B. Lees, 8 Prece.upon Deſpair 
in which the contrary Opinion is maintain d, 
to ſhift for itſelf, without making any De- 
fence to thoſe doughty Exceptions you are 
pleas d to take againſt it. And, ſo indeed, 
Neceſſity obliges me to do in a great Mea- 
ſure, for it is more than two and twenty 
Years ſince I read a Word in that Treatiſe; 
and being now in the Country I find my- 
ſelf unable either to buy, or borrow it. 1 
am therefore obliged i in this Condition, to 
- take for granted, that you fairly. — 
both the Opinion, and Words, of that Au- 
thor. And yet I am ſhrewdl tempted to 
think, thar he has nor labour d, as nt 
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to prove that there can be no ſuch State abſd⸗ 


o 5 


lutely, in the Nature of Things, if God 
had ſo pleaſed; but rather that we have no 
Foundation either in Reaſon or Scri ture to 
believe, that any Sinners will ever be pers 
1 6 Ae WALLS 50: :- $3 WI4 
mitted by him to fall into it; and be conti- 
nued here afterwards under ſuch an Incapa- 
city; as being contrary to our Condition in 
this World, unſuitable to gur natural Ap- 
prehenſions of the divine Goodneſs, and in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe gracious Declarations, 
God has made of bis Will I the Goſpel, 1 
am the more apt to ſuſpect you to be guilty 
of a fmall Miſtake in this Point, becauſe 
as I have before PIE 70u told us at 
your firſt ſetting gut, in the Proof of. your 
own Opinion, that be Queſtion wat, whether 
there can be ſuch a State? and, yet afrer- 
wards, nothing leſs would ſatisfy. your No- 
tion of the Matter, than the Reality of it ; 


* 4 4 % 


| ſupported by many glaring Fact, both in 


— 


Hiftory, and our own Times, From whence T 
may fairly colle&, that ſince you make no 
Difference on your Side of the Queſtion, 


| between ſhewing there can be, and that there 


actually is ſuch à State, you may happen 
to miſtake Dr. Lucas s Mind too; and think, 
he made no Difference neither, between 

labouring to prove that. there can be no ſuch 


Fate abſolutely, and in the Nature of the 


Thing (I repeat it once more, becauſe I 
would not be miſunderſtood) and only in- 
LP 83 tending 


(66) : 


tending to thew, we have no Ground to be⸗ 
lieve there is ſuch a one. 

"But, however this be, let us fee what 
ſtrange kind of Reaſoning it is from Scrip- 
ture, you Charge upon Haar Author. Iam 


ſure it muſt be a very ſtrange kind of Rea- 


ſoning, before zou can be intitled to find 
Fault with it, after the correſpondent Texts 
you have favoit'd us with, as the moſt pro- 


A 


Har bm for your e own Sake, yer fince no 


upon. But tho' you ought to have 


Favtrs of yours can ſerve to juſtify his 
Reaſoning to the World, if it be bad, 


we muſt venture upon the Trial of it. His 


range kind of Reaſoning according to you, 
abe in this; ; SY he infets, that becauſe 


no Man can repent after Death, therefore 0 


Man can be incapable of re 7 rin, before be is 

dead. Strange kind of eaſoning indeed! 
And ſo wales, that the leaſt Grain of Mo- 
defty, might have inclin'd you to' Wit 
Wor ſelf a ins? rather than be ready to 


charge it upon any excellent Writer, as you 


acknowledge him to have been. But, I muſt 


not be ſarpriz'd at this, when 1 conſider, 
'that ſoon after, you accuſe him of 7mpeach- 
ing God's , ſom, under a Pretente of doing 
Honour to his Goodneſs ; arid not only fo, but 


of undermining the Foundation of our Reli- 


gion, by ufing futh Arguments, in order to 
a make it appear the” more gracious, as deft 2 


you could find to reſt your ſcriptural 


Life for the contrary 


| ( & y 
the Poſſibility of a State f Probation 
2 — denver 


= Ph» 


—— 


Readers will — Word 1 


when yon teil them, that ur MAN Piaces 
of Hi Pier upon Deſpuir, he ic, as far u. 
can judge, e vary See in hs 
Reaſon: anconfiflent evith; Real- 
wy I gov't know how far your Auihert- 
ty might have gone in the Dark y (as o many 
Places, and Jometimes) atleaſt: with ſuch Per- 
ſons as are of equal Parts and Learning with 
your cult k you ind nod been ſo fair. 14800 
produce out of his Piece, in order to ſup- 
port yeur Charge, juſt as much as may ſęrve 


to ſhew the Falſhood and Imuſtice of it. 


To rotutn therefore to the Trial of the 
Fact itſelf : Where is the Abſurdity df infer- 
ring, that becauſe Death is called Night for 
this very Reaſon, becauſe no Man can' work 
in it, or do any thing towards promoting 
his Salvation, and oppoſed to the Day of 

Reafon, becauſe "this 
is the Seaſon of working ; therefore 
there is ſome Probability Men may continue 
to work as long as this Day laſts? For if 
chis were not ſo, all that Part of the Day, 
wherein a Man cegſes to be in a Capacity of 


working, might as well be called Naght in 


F 2 | - this 


. a 7 
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 chisReſpedt; as that Death whichſicceeds ic, 


And not only ſo, but if it could be once 

| ma, that any Part of the Day is no 
Seaſon for avorking, why might we not have 
as good Reaſon to hope, that notwithſtand- 


of the Night may be proper for this Pur- 
poſe? The Truth is, Allufions of this 
Nature, won't bear being ſtrain d one 
way 0 r other 3 and therefore, tho there is 
nothing ſtrange,..or.:abſurd in this way of 
Reaſoning ; yet, I conceive, Dr. Lucas was 
too judicious a Mriter to build more upon it, 
than the Strength of his Foundation would 
bear. And, accordingly, we find even from 
your own lame and imperfect Account of 
his Performance, that he was far from reſt- 
ing the Streſs of his Cauſe upon this Argu- 
ment, tho' ſuch a one as carries too fair a 
ſhew- of Probability with it, to be wholly o- 
EE e e e 


* 


© His other Arguments you tell us of, that 
are draun from God's general Offers of Grace, 


and Pardon to all Sinners, I: ſhould think 


might be very ſtrong and good; tho', you ſay, 
if they bold at all, they. will hold equally a- 
gainſt his ever puniſhing, or conſgning Sin- 
ners over to Ruin irreverſible. As I have 
been us d to think, that Hear well, and an- 
. fwer well, is a good Rule, neceſſary to be 
obſerv'd in all Diſputes, I find myſelf every 

Moment labouring under the ſame Misfor- 
E 3 tune, 


gw”. 
* 


ing this figurative. Expreſſion, ſome Part 


(69 | 
tune, of being at k tofwhbw to return Dur 
an Anſwer, becauſe your Words hangs 5 
ally admit of ſuch di erent Senſes, that I am 
(ef much to my own ConjeQures, to fihd 


out which of them you intended for yours 
If you mean only; that bis Arguments are ſo 


weakly drawn, that they prove roo much, 
you ſeem unneceſſarily to deſert the Queſti- | 
on, to render the Diſpute perſonal; and 1 
really cannot take upon my ſelf, at this Di- 
ſtance of Time, to remember in what Man- 
ner they are drawn; but, till I ſee: the con- 
trary proved, I have a Right to ſuppoſe 
they are as well drawn as the Topick will 
admit of. And, if they are, we have no 


need to deſire better; for God's general 2 


err, Grace and Pardon to all Sinners, will 
old ſo far, as to prove, that it is bie De- 
fire and Deſign, all Sinners ſhobld lay hold 
of them; and, that for the very Reaſon 
you next produce from this 7. 525 name- 
ly, that all Grants are to be underftood in the 


utmoſt Extent, unle oſs limited. ef, Ny by the 


Charter. 


Here, Sir, you 85 | Ukewiſe ſos? the Rea- 
ſon, why theſe general Offers will not hold 
againſt God's puniſhing in the other World, 


| becauſe they are limited to his. But, if God 


had ever declar'd that he would- make the 
ſame Offers of Grace and Pardon to all Sin- 
ners in the other World, which he has done 

in chis; ; __ I ſhould have been unable to 


F 3 have 
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to hays * er Reaſon could in- 
duct a viſe and good Being, to make: fuch 
«i 5 es burr as would pro- 
e to ahcour 
themſelves in their Wickednefſt ; ye * 
ſhould cken have thought myſelf obl 1 8 
believe, chat no Man would ever be os 
cluded by God, under an unalterable 
city f Napeniienee- and Pardon, eirher in his 
World, or that which is to come. 
'You affirm, it's true, that the diele 

1 Charter has made ex preſs Limitations; and, 
I readily allow it 2 and fuch too, as 
are of the ſame Nature with the Tait Ex- 
ceptions you proceed to mention, which 
your way of expreſſing yourſelf would al- 
moſt lead one to think, you miſtook for the 
expreſs Limitations mba.” That the 
Reader may fee I do you Juſtice in this 
Remark, 1 will here fet down your Words 
in the ſame Order as they lie in your Pa- 
——But the Chriftian Charter bas 
made expreſs Limitations. Tho' Pardon be 
offered to all Sinners, yet it means only thoſe 
Sinners who Repent. Grace litewiſe is of- 
Jer d to all, but all includes only thoſe who u 
accept and uſe it. His own Rule of Inter- 
pretation, as you go on, which be admits 
wbere it ſerves his own Hypotbefis, would al- 
digte all juch Difficulties. What ſucb 
Difficulties reſer to, as no Difficulties 
at all have been yet mention d, does 
not appear: however, I ſhall for once leave 
1 you 


Dr 


my - % x jw Oo mY OX FT 


Wwe 1 


od 


yon to ę 


for Dr. Lucas s Rule of Interpretation, which 
1 ſuppoſe to be what follows immediately - . 
after in your Paper, General Expreſſion, - 


with another; 1 ſee not, why this Rule may 
not be admitted, with as great Safety to what 
you call his Hypothe/is, in God's general Of- 
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xplain theſe Words pf yours, mhep 
you pleaſe your (elf, ſince I dont xnο 

ny Reaſon, why I ſhouldbe al ways forced tp 
take the Pains of doing it for yu. But ae 


in Scr ipture as well as in other. Mritings, im- 8 
Ply Exceptions, in arder to reconcile one Part 


fers of Grace and Pardon to all Sinners, as 
in any other Places of Scripture, if theſe 
Offers imply no other Exceptions than What 
you have abovementioned; and if they do, 
you ought to have produc' d them. 


But now we come to your laſt Attack 
en Dr. Lucas Work. . You tell us, e 


ſays farther, and I am very much inclin d 
to believe you, that the Suppoſition of fuch a 
State of Reprobation and Impenitence, curtails 
God's Mercy. The Reader will at firſt Sight, 
I believe, be as apt as I am, to think hee 
very harmleſs innocent Words; and there- 
fore muſt, no doubt, be very much ſure 


_ priz'd, when I tell him, theſe are they, on 


which you found the whale of che cruel - 
and injurious Charge before cited. And, as - 
this can't but raiſe his Impatience, to know 
which way you have been able to make this 
Expreſſion contain ſo much Poiſon and 
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anger 155 the cola | Religion, I evi 
delay him any longer from coming to your 
Proof. Very right, fay you; i. e. ſuch a 
State of Reprobation and Impenitenee, cur- 
fails God's Mercy; and ſo does Damnation 
in the next Life, as well as Reprobation in 
ibis. Pray let me intreat you, Sir, to be ſo 
' as to read Dr. Lucas's Words once 
more, with no other Addition to them; bur 
what the Nature of his Argument does ab- 
ſolutely require to be here underſtood. + Such 
'a State of Reprobation and Impenience cur- 
rails God's (offer d or declar'd) Mercy. Now 
if you can bear them, you may read your 
on too over again. Very rigbt; and ſo does 
Damnation in the next Life, as well as Re- 
frovationi in this. Why, Sir, has God made 
any Declarations, that he -will repeat his 

| Offers of Mercy in the next Life? If he has, 
Lam very ready to admit that upon this 
'Suppoſition, Damnation in the Senſe it is 
commonly underſtood, will not only curtail, 


but be wholly inconiſtent wah ſuch Mer- 


"CVs ; 
7. But le us go on; for I am a almoſt quize 
2 with ſuch Stuff, and wiſh extremely 

to come to the End of it. But it does 
not therefore, as the Doctor a ts, rob God 

of his Glory, unleſs he could prove unlimited 

Mercy to be always a Perfection. Under Fa- 
vour, Sir, tho unlimited Mercy be not a Per- 

eftion (for the Word oy ſeems to 0 re- 

Une 


2 +3 


„ 
1 


it, which is here the Diſpute, as a 
ſiſtent with the expreſs Declarutions, he has 


„ „ ᷣ r . 0 EO 


'Y - : ä ** * 
15 * * 8 n as * 
* Y 2 4 E * - 
* . 


7 2 f WF yy ore at ad 4 
„n 1 OLD 
4 . % * 1 7 
7 * I A 4 9 * N 
* 78 W 
A 2 . _ 
us | wn 


ding ſuch | Limitations and Reſtrictions to 


_ op” 


made of his Nature and his Will, in His re. 


vealed Word, is to rob bim of bis Glory. And 
J have learn d from Scripture, to approve 


and commend this Expreſſion. If you de- 


reſt, for there are innumerable Texts, which 
repreſent God's Mercy and Goodneſs, as the 


GLoky of the Divine Nature; I ſuppoſe it 


may ſerve well enough, to produce one Pai- 
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ſage from the Old Teftament, and another 


from the Goſpel. When Moſes defir'd to ſee 


the Glory of God “, he receives this Anſwer; 


That he was not able to bear the Sight of 


his Glory in its full Splendor, with his bodj- 


ty Eyes ; but God promiſes to'make all bis 


Goodneſs paſs before bim, and to proclaim the 


Name of the Lord before him . Andaccord- 


ingly, in the next Chapter,” where we have 


an Account how this Promiſe was fulfilled 
to him, we read, the Lord paſſed by before 
bim, and proclaim'd this Deſcription of his 


Divine Nature; The Lord, Tbe Lord God, 
merciful and gracious,long-ſuffering, and abun- 


dant in Goodneſs and Truth; 1 op ny 
for Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity,'Tranſgreſ- 
| * Exod, xxxiik 18. + Ver. 20. f Ver, 
* i "4 


35 


p © 1+ ON 
RS and Sin x. The . Fate eld te | 
| "praduced from St. John, who fpeaks 
Ait Chapter o hi Gypel +, of ling te 
MLoRY of Fejus Chrift, a be do of the 
amy begatten of the Father, hecauſe it was 
Fa of Greceond Trab 10 or . Lord 
realy art to ian, 
— = and Mercy, which the Jeus 
Had. ene on oy of 
2111 6 
1 ＋ Fa 7 * your firſ 8 and ſome 
Parts of the Faul, are beſtowed in Cen- 
ſures upon our Metlodiſts, who are a Sort of 
Men, I do not much approve of, becauſe 
1am afraid from what 1 have had Oppar- 
tunity to know of them, they do more 
Herm amongſt us, than Good; and, there- 
fore, I ſhould be very glad, if ome. of the 
deſt qualified of aur Clergy, would beſtow 
Lows. Advice and. Inſtruction upon them, 
Which, as they ſeem to be ſincere Men, 
Might be of great Service to them, and con- 
ſequently to wes ng eſpecially if this was 
done in private, by the Biſhops of our 
Church, whoſe proper Buſineſs it is. And 
If this has been — — to no Purpoſe, 
I am as much concern d as you can be, to 
think what miſchievous Follies their indiſ- 
exeet Zeal * be likely to lead them into. 


But 


5 rell 6, 7. Ai 14 


rene — 
vantage as others. or tho, as yon pretend, 
vou are yet Maſter of ſo. much Prudence and 


Charity, as not to apply your. general No. 
Erine to any particular Sinners à yet the pro. - 
ceefling to this, . 


y — natural a Step, that yu ſcem not ta 
have been able wholly to avoid it; or elſe au 
would never have gone about ſupporting | 
your Notion, by your mam glaring Fadts, 
both in Hiſtory, and our qwn Times, And you 
will find, — you enter into Diſpute 
— theſe Men, that they will make great 
Uſe of this Conceſſion of yours; and that 
you have, by your own Doctrine, diſarm d 
your (elf, in a great Meaſure, of the beſt Ar- 
guments, that ought to be n upon thas 
Occaſion. F 3% , 
Neither do I fee, how you canever 78 

ble te apply your ſelf, with great hopes af 
Succeſs, to any Sinners, that are firuck with 
ſuch a Senſe ofthe Greatneſs of their Crimes, 
as to fear God hes wholly for ſaben them. For 
when they have once learn d from you, that 
there may ſometimes be juſt Grounds for 
ſuch Def; pair, it will be next to impaſſi- 
ble for you —— to convince them, af. 
what by your own Principles, you your faf 
can never be ſure off that the Sentcnceof al- 
ſolute Reprobation is not yet paſſed upon them. 
You will TO them to make a Fudgmont 24 
| tbetr 


026 6) 
their Condition, not from their | 
ments and Diſpoſtion, in which Caſe they will 
certainly, paſs a Sentence of Condemnation upon = 
abemſelves, but from the Religious Sentiments 
end Diſpefitions of their Mindi, before they 
fell into their "Deſpair *, But if this was 
all che Comfort 2 could give theſe un- 
happy Perſons, and any of them ſhould. 
anſwer me, either that they were always, 
as far as they could remember, Ene- 
mies to Religion and Virtue; or, that as 
this State of Reprobation muſt begin ſome- 
time or other, they did not think it began; 
till their former Religious — leav- 
ing them, they were fuck with thoſe de 

— "Thoughts, that created their preſent Th 
ror, I know not what Reply I ſhould be able 
to make; but I hope you do, for the Sake 
of ſuch of your Flock, if you have any, as 
may happen to want your Aſſiſtance, to re- 


hos them to ſome Peaet Mind, in ſo 
6 vorn @ Condition. = 72 


preſent Sm i- 


But you ſay in the Beginning of your þk 
1 Paper, that i, your Notion be, as you 


verily think it is, lee the ill uſe 


that poſſibly may be "of i it, can be no 106 
Reaſon againſt aſſerting it. Such important 


Points, as concern the Safety of Mankind in 
. ropes to their Faure State, ought not to be con- 


2 cealed 
* oe the latter End of the Second Miſcellany. L 


. 
erhled from ibem. And I thinł ſo tod of all 
important Points, that are warranted by the 
plain and expreſs Words of Scripture. But 
if this Norion be not to be found in any one 
clear Paſſage of Scripture,” nor to be proved 
by any plain Argument from Reaſon, I 
ſhould be apt to think; God did not intend 
we ſhould preſume there is any ſuch Srate, 
but #indly concealed the Knowledge of it 
from us, if true, for wiſe and good Reaſons; 
and therefore I ſhould: not think myſelf obli- 
ged, to be at any great Pains, to publiſs 
my own doubtful - and uncertain Con- 
jectures about it; eſpecially: when I ſaw, 
that not only an :// Uſe peſſibiy might, 
but naturally and probably would, be made 
of it. Many have believed, that have 
been able to prove from ſome obſcure Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, that the greateft Part of 
Mankind, are concluded under a State of 
abſolute Reprobation by the unalterable De- 
crees of God, before their Creation; and 
yet I dare ſay; you won't commend the Pru- 
dence of thoſe who have been fond of preach- 
ing up this Doctrine to all Perſons without 
Diſtinction. . Suppoſe again, on the other 
hand, that ſome Clergyman ſhould think 
he had made a Diſcovery, both from Reaſon 
and Scripture, that God is not bound to 
form his Threats, and that there would 
— State of Puniſnments, at leaſt of eter- 
nal Puniſhments in another World; but that 


after 
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iter ſome tine; Sirinets would Sicher ho | 
5 or again adinitted td a Poſſibi- 

of Repentance and Pardon, can 
cink be 'oughr-to publiſh this Diſcovery 0 


2 Seesen Po and fac 


— 
. in ride to their . State; 
any Place, where he foreſaw it would affect 
the. Salvation of his Hearers, and xn! 
danger their loſfing that Heaven, which is 
fomis'd to under che Goſpel? 
e not rather follow the Example 
ef our Lord and his hoſdles, and ſike a farth- 
Ful und wiſe Steward of the Truſt commit 
ved to him, divide every Man r Porriam of 
Meat in due ſeaſon, and in ſuch Proportionsas 
he judges to be. moſt proper for their Edif- 
cation in ion and Viewe Thee things 
Þ offer do yof Conſideration, in order to 
Induce you do weigh maturely wich your- 
ſelf, how far you dught to give the Reins 
to your Zeal in ting this Not ion of 
yours, even though you ſhould continue to 
think it true. But then conſider farther, if 
this Norion ſhould prove falſe, as all Points 
may, that cannot be determin d by Reaſon, 
and have no clear Texts to warrant them, 
what will you have to anſwer for, if you 
ſhould appear at the Laſt Day, to have been 
the Cauſe of the groundleſs Deſpair of fo 
much as but one fingle Sinner, and much 
more of many? As may very well happen 
. to 


upon 1s. Now, T woull fit ze fbr 


fort ro any ane, Ye may provode Godro 70 " 


greater Difficulty of r 


N 


W 
to be the Caſe, if we could fuphD un Op. 
nion ſo r firm Whole does Bod) 
Goſpel, likely to make any great Progtelk: * 
| Je chr n den ge the ions 
Conſequentes of your Notzopit is wotiderfully 
ſurprizing to hear you declare, hät your u. 
not fee Bow it iñ Hable to worſe uſes thun tbe U 
pinton of thoſe who'pppuſe ir. Dr. Lucus 
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{0 their laft Period, und tems Gu, rü 
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continue you, 5 ir tan v mutrer of Cd 


final and trreverfible Sentence of Deutung, 
1 think that ave ſhall not contime bert umir 
fach a State, hut be fentended fo Tmmedftite 
Dedth, 4 . 4 1 inthe leer 
Life. No, Sit, it is no Mbcter of Lunfort at 
all; and there is ho Heedl of any, but of the 
conttaty, for ſuch Sinners as reſolve to per- 
fit in their wicked Cour fes, and therefore 
this Danger of immediate Dratbh und Dam- 
nation, Which Dr. Lucas does here ſo well 
ſet before them, together with the much 


epenting, from a Con- 
tinuance in Sin, though their Lives ſhould 
be farther prolonged, frees that Author's 
Opinion from the leaſt Imputation of giving 
any -Encouragement to Sinners, to _ | 

their 
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Opinion, and his, in ſuch ies as Mele? 
How naturally does you? Stat of" bfr 
Reprobation — then to beget or increaſe 
Terror and Deſpair," in the N ings of e thoſe, 
that have the greateſt ned 6f DH ways '? 
But on the contrary bon del ligh hefuliand en- 
couraging moſt k je bel to Perſon! in fuch 1 
diſtrefled Conditiof] to bent the brd "of 
God pertinentiy diged, in Gier 10 aſfute 
him, chat his e een ihis titne, 
by che Jong:ſuffering-of God, e | 
lead” him to Repentatice," Wet he 
periſh and br condeniit: 1 55 
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gainſt Deſpair, from all the trifling Excep- 


Thavenow finiſh'd all that 1 judge neceſſuty 
to vindicate the late Dr. Lucas Diſcourſe . 


tions you. have | made ro it, But had ur ; 


Piece been really as faulty, as you. would 


fain have perſuaded the World, it had cer- 

tainly been no diſadvantage. to your Cauſe; 
and, at the ſame time, nothing more me- 
thinks than what was due to the Character 
of the Author, if you had inform'd thePub- 


lick of what you could not but know from 


the Title Page, that it was a Poſthumous 
Werk, and, as ſuch, entitled to ſome. Degrees 
of Allowance, becauſe it might have been 
farther corrected, had it come to the Preſs 
from the Author's own Hands. 


In the reſt of your ſecond Paper there are 
many good Things, which I have no Rea- 
ſon to diſlike; and if I remember right, it 
may be poſſible ſome Parts of it were not 
written the worſe, for the Hints you might 
borrow from the Tra# fo often mention d, 
tho' you have not acknowledged any Obliga- 
tion of that Sort, nor do I take upon me po- 
fitively to charge you with any. However, 
I hope. every Body will remember, that the 
Approbation I have now given to ſome 
Parts of this Paper, muſt not be conſtrued 
to extend to the doubtful Expreſſion you 
there make uſe of, as to ſome Sinners ob- 
taining Mercy A RE There 
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ä mmar 2 tho ] en 
not have wager ſuch an Exprefl 
155 et it may paſs without Ce — 1 
ut if you meant to call kg one 
4 the leaf arts of Gad, at, mere 
4 Trifle. as, the, ba having dirty your 
Fault would be ſuch, 28 J ſhould not know 
what Name to 70 it. Tau cannot. be.ig- 
norant, that no Sin ought io be called 2 
ſince 7 voluntary Tranſgreſſion of che 
Law of 285 carries with it a Contempt 
of the Law-giver, and conſequently; im- 
plies in it, the higheſt Rebellion, as well 
as the vileſt —.— But I cannot be- 
lieve this was your Meaning, and rather 
think you had a good one, but pofſibly 
may have been inform'd worſe of theſe Men 
chan I hope they deſerve. 
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ſuafion bs, its Divitie Authority, and of 
queticly” with 4 fincert Reſolution to obey 
— 2 wk of c; get enen chen you ni 
* = * of its Dockrines, before 
— can deny, that alt ſuch Cbriſtiani are 
from the v Moment of their Baptiſm, al- 
Freed um the Gilt of their paſt Sits: 
Ad 1 ſuppoſe they cannot have tlie Guilt 
of any future Sins to anſwer for, before 
they Commit chem, I may Bfaly affirm, 
they are ubjolutely' "freed from the Guilt, tho⸗ 


I will not add Power of Sin, for fear you 


ſhould wrangle with me about the Word 


But if you mean by having received the 
Faith, che having attain'd the utmoſt De- 


gree of Faith, and conſequently of Virtue, 


that wy Perſons are capable of in this World, 
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for want of infinite Knowledge can be 
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ing of 29 75 py 92 Interpretation par- 
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/ ch. gen al | 1 oth ere, and 
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for ever them that are ſanctifi- 
Fuel as, theſe. Ele&.(your own 
h). whom our. Saviour mentioned as Per- 

8 that could not poſſibly be deceived, and 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of as not to be ſeparated by 
Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor Devils 
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. (youwill\ remember. I am not ſ 
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ebe Tu Norder'danotber Talent e the 
tbo they bud ten Talents. of 
ring, ibas unto every one that 


(N B. improved the Spirit; ſhall be 
given, and he fhall have abundance. Such 
47 The abc ſpeak of bu be ing ſtrengthen d 
bylthe Spirit of God; with Might in the 
inner Man; uubich imply, that abe de \ ary 
thus: ſealed by the Spirit of dur God, unto 
the Day of Redemptibn, we ma oy an 
Means þa e rooted and grounded in ave, 
as not to be any more iable to be toſſech t 
and fro by the A {or of Te ch, 
again, as thoſe 4 hich-deſeribe. the Nature of 
Religion and J. irtue, tending: always 1% in- 
creaſe and preſs for wards por which Reaſon, 
we are exborted to go on | patoPerfeGion'; 
and, in a durd, to be pet fect even as our Fa- 
cher which is in Heaven is perfect. 
Pray, Sir, tell me, may ['nor venture td ſay 
now, that it muſt! heb very plain Text in- 
deed, and intapable of any other Conſtruttion, 
that can outweigh the 5 guments ph 
fer d in Defence of this Notion? 3 
when I add to all this, be many: glaringg 
Facis that fupport the Reality of ſaub 1 State. 
Women, and Children, have choſen Death, 
uſherd | in by the ſevereſt Torments 
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from 3 iro their Sen and 
Age, extraordinary. ance of the 
Holy Ghoft, which is — — a Match fer 
all out Enemies, and ſo were vept by tho in- 
vincible Porr G through Faithunto Sai- 
vation. And hete I ſtop, having alre 
: as much Proof dk the one Stars; 
you for the other; leſt this wanton Play 5 
— my Pen, ſhould incurCenfarefrom _ 
and be miſtaken for Earnęſt by others 
eie 458% 6b 21 <- | 
I bave done, „Sir wich the rouble l FTE 
now given and tho I'did not find it al- 
together ſo di, "write theſe Papers, 
as you dedlare you did yours; yet I am not 
ſo much in love with this manner of em- 
ploying myſelf, as to defire any more of the 
ſame: Trouble. And therefore for this, and 
other Reaſons I could give you, I hope you 
will take warning from hence, neither to 
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NOW. beg the Favour of you to inſert ſome Re- 
marks, occaſion'd by _the K holy Narrative, 
lately publiſh'd in your . XXI. un- 
happy Gentleman who _— many,Years an and 


died a Beli but, not ; convinc d of the 
Fir bes, an ＋—— 


Truth dt 
tion in it. 
rere main 
Subject of my Letter I would recommend one Obſerva- 
tion to profeſs'd Inf 
reſolv'd to reject all 55 
ſure, it merits 20 | 
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ings, or the Prejudices of | — but they „ having 
a peculiar 


of Genius and Ga of Mind, 
have been able to diſcover the Cheat, which 
invented, and Superſtition has continued, —At preſent, 
1 am diſpoſed — mam can poſſibly be 
inclin'd to demand, as due to the Superiority of their 
— becauſe. it will appear in Evidence againſt 

bere is no denying but that mam, I may = 
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690) 
add, moſs: ol their & have owned their Con- 
victien, at A * Mind would 
hgyCiogue'd chem, if paſnble, 00 maighd thei 
J W Andi their Gredit- withithair Party, 
ſtrong Motive to a Concealment of the Altefation uf their. 

Sentiments. Tbis, I lays baying been the Caſe of [ſo 
many ef \themy. it. ſhould, in common Prudence, make 
| the 2 e rhe wth of their preſerit Opinion, and 
doubt, at leaſt, whether they, as, many othery bave done 


Y 


beſore them, may not (and perhaps too late, ) change 
their Notions and go out of this Life under great Fer 
reri, if not in uttet Depair; the Hatural Conſequence 
of Which Diſtrußt will be, (if they att rationally): that 
they will immediately re · conſider the Point with all poſ- 
ſible Care and Impartiality, beſore they venture their 
All, an Eternity upon it. And to encourage them to do 
itz 1 hall 2 —— 
us by the Narratovey and conſider how far the Deter? 
mination of it will affect them in particular: 
The Queſtion: is, whether there can de any ſuell Caſe 
in tbis Life as that unhappy Gentleman apprehended 
and declar'd himſelf to be in ; 4 gte df ab/alute Repro- 
bation, or judicial and final Oùduratian; an * 
2 of: cee NA wp hn of | Par- 
dan. "cs Fra a4.) OT 75 Ment by wat ws 
This is a Point of ſich Lapenat pike Peaer 
and future Security that we cannot attend to it with 
more Exactneſs and Accuracy than it deſerves; and t is 
af ſo difficult a Nature, upon wich · our moſt able und 
learned Divines have ſo much differ d in their Opinions 
and Explanations, that 1 have an equitahle Claim to the 
Candour and Pardon of my Readers, if they ſhould hot 
agree with me in Opinion. I flatter myſeſf that I ſhall 
err fs. ———— be-of- uſe towards a better” 
Determination of the Matter, ' tho” 1 hold be miſtaken 
in my Notion; and I ſhould be thankful to xny one, 
for my own Satisfaction as well as for the Information 
of the Pablik, nn me a better State of fat | 
Cale. eh wo, an 
"Tho! this Point . be deter mind by Rahn, yer 
we mut firſt conſider whether it be agterable to our 1d- 
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tural Notions of Gad and 1 


ſinoe nd Inter- 
pretation of Scripturs ought? to be adititlted Which 413 


plainly repugnant to them. The reveal d i of God? 
can nevet contradift' his Narurt. "His Will is oniy che 
Reſult of his Niture.- 0 588 Weh d n NN! THI 8 I 

But I do not ſer how the Nodok 15 under CDn⸗ 
ſideration, any ways diſagrers with Our naruru Nppres' 
henfions 47 05 Drvine Nature. For, it ff ſuppoſes tar 
2 God gives auy one up to this S 0 barney und 


npenitence, ab 4 Puniſhment of his“ Wainacy in F 
172 uy or Witkednefs, that he had given him fu ears” 


Saeed 4 and Reformatiog, Thi is enough to 
clear the'Fuſfice of God. If Maw ewitfully And Babi” 
tually neglect, or Abuſe them, there can be no Iſuſtici, 
4 — — offer again What has been ſo oſten 
ſighted.” To ſa ocherwite is to ſay, that it is uni 
e a State ao, THO and — 
all. For, if God be obliged to give us more thai 
cient Means of Conviction and Reformation, in a Tu 
tional Way, and confiftetit with the Fran of Man's. 
Will, he muſt . to gran pred 4 Degtee of Evi- 
dence as will '\neceſſarily infc erce Faith, and: 2 2 Degree 
of Grade as Will c Nen to be ood. T5 rational 
Evidence then;:and!Sufficiency, of Grace may have been 
rejected and withſtood before Death, and conſe quently, 
notwſthſtanding any thing ariſing from "Rritt Je 
Man may ourltve his Day of Grace and be giyen” up, 
Bi Qbduracy and Impenitence. As to 
God's $\Goodnefs,: .kow long that will induce him to bear 
with ohſtinate Infidelity, or Wickedneſs, before he 15. 
tally withdraws' hig Grace, this muſt be determii d only 
by Wiſdam, df Which we, for want of infinite Nut- 
lage u be no proper Judges; neither has he thou bs | 
fit to-7eveat ĩt to us in his Word, tho“ the general Hos 
Arine may be gawier'd from thetice. That is, we 127 
be able, perhaps, to prove the Fact, that God Almighty 
does ſormetimes: finally withdraw bis Grace, tho he has 
not afforded. us any Criterion whereby we can pro- 
nounce with certainty upon any particular Perſon that 


he is in that State. Now let us enquire how the 
Matter ſtands upon the Ee oot of e from God's 
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erſons will not be converted to 
the 055 Man Faith, 7 influenc'd d to 72 the Cel ian 
Pr, 1 n. Us Way which | 1s  eftably i/b'd by his. Wir- 
dom, "fee t onl) aft i in God. to "withdraw 
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e chat tha Peres Will never be the better for it: 
Ineln nd res be an Ac of: 


thing to no 


Man ceaſes 
by 080 fury 
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3 rpoſt0 and: there whenever 
be: capable of being influenced® 
Grace, God muſt withdraw'it wholh ,>6r-continte to 
offer it when be knows har n vnde et, which is 
offering it to no Purpoſe.\ The only chat could 
— wwirds' this Perſon's Salvation, upot the 
Terms, of the Chyi//ian\Covenant ;* would de to apply 
arradinary; that is, untommin Affiftanees; "but then 
contrary to the Rule fahjhꝗ 
the general Diſpenſation of his Grace, it can ever de 
conſiſtent with \his W:/dom to | | 
had before determined to be improper, and conſequently 
reſo 4 not to grant. Now, will any one ſay that a 
Chriftian: cannot, before Death, bring himſelf into fuch 
4 Seate as to be above the Influence of the grun 
Means of Grace? This is abſurd, unleſs we fuppoſe, 
what is equally abſurd; und that is, that the ordinkry 
Means of Grace under the Goſpel ſupercede and deftroy 

Free- Hul; or that, the” Men conitiftite Free Agents, at 
liberty to nlect and alnuſe thoſe Means, yet « ny none 
of them do it. Or wili any pretend that God cannot 
tell when Men are in ſuch State, as we are ſpeaking 


of? This is Blaſphemy. | Nothing, then, can be A 


but what has been already difprov'd', and chat is, that 


Means as to be above their Influence, God will apph 
extraordinary ones, or, what is as flatly contrary to Srri- 


pture and common Senſe as it is to his Method of Govern- 
ment under all other Diſpenſations, viz." that under the 


Goſpel he obſerves no ordinary flated Method at all in the 
Diſpenſation of his Grace. From what has been of- 
fer d, therefore, it appears clear, that, in the Nature of 
Things, conſidering Chriſfians as in State of Probation 
and Free Agency capable of abuſing fprritnal Bleſſings, 


and Gon as a wiſe Governor ſteadily obſerving his ga- 


bliſÞ'd Rules of Government, a State of Reprobation and 
itence muſt often happen, tho' we cannot tell 
when ſuch Caſes do happen; and God has us con- 
ceal'd rad ime of our ſpiritual as well as natural wi 
that 
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that all Men may continually;be upontheir Guarf.and 
keep With a trembling ein ils mee yn 
from Danger, by no&. daring witfullyi.to: oppo 


tions of. his 5 pirit, or to ach epntrary o ap 


choſe, . in this Methad of Proofj.ahd' nt the 
common one, becauſe here Me argue 1 remeral 
Principles, bath! natural and ſcripturul, asm — — 
mitted by all Chriſtians, rather tlian ref, the C 
the Interpretation of particular Paſſages: af) 
wh may be controverted, tho I muſt e 
hem ſatigfactory, us 3 perfectly correſpondetiedvich 
this | ation :, — Such as, My Spirit al not..ahways 
Man: Such as, thoſe Hentbem hn 
St. Paul fays, of gave aver ta à reprobate'/Mintt; be. 
make the proper Uſe-of thoſe Means 
om Religion afforded them: and'thoſe 
Juen e as we are inform'd by the Parabl⸗ 
of the Talents, God withdrew his Spirit, becauſe: 
had nöt improy .d it. 7 ar e u ſale? 
our grieving and quenching pirit; which imply 
we may hy an obſtinate Reſiſtance provoke God to 
withdraw his Grace: duch, again, as thofe which 


deſcribe the Nature of Sin, tending always to grow more 


ſinſul; for which Reaſon we are caution'd to guard a- 
gainſt its gradyal Progreſs, leſt any of us be hardened 
thro? its, Deceitſulneſs: Dr. Lucas (who has la- 
bour'd. to prove that there can he no ſuch State, on this 
ſide, the Grave, as an utter Incapacity of Repentance) 
confeſſes, that CevyinG Sins da: naturally tend to ALTE- 


NATE us from God; and that, if perſiſted in, they may 


EFFACE, and QBLITERATE' a Diſtinctiont of Good and 
Evil. He owns, farther; that. the Spirit of God may be 
WEARIED. OUT, and that God may SEAL ur a Sinner 
under the Doom of Ruin. But, then, becauſe. this Life 


is faid to be the Day of Working, and that after Death 


the Night cometh wherein no Man can Work, he 
theike argues. that a Man cannot outlive his Day of 
Grace, and that whenever God determines fizally to 
withdraw his Grace from any Man .he determines the 
immediate Death of that Man. But this is ſtrange kind 
of Reaſoning i in ſo excellent a Writer. For how does 
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* it Whenever they have") Kt en e Fe. 
of Lale, which the" Wiſdom of Gd 
faffriamt bo be made; "ant that” might Rappen ten or 
t Teas before" the eric of nee Ale, as Well 
as at Why other Time; ufſſeſs you refolve' Me is Fre 
nitence into the Vill of God, as the efficient” | Ghile of 
it, and that he never. does Will it till the v 
of our Death; —— He ſays, all Grants 7 750 under 
ſtood in the utmoſt Extent. unleſs imited 4, T7 
Charter. True, but the Chri/tran Charter 
prefe Limitations, Tho' Pardon be fer 7 81 er, 
yet it means only thoſe Sinners WhO N e 
likewiſe, is offer d to all; but all includes on? 6k who 
will accept and uſe it. His own Rule of In 
which be admits where it ſerves Bis own Hy! otheſis 
would obviate all — Ditkcultics. et Mons, 
in Scripture as we as in other ritings, X 
tions, aer to Teconcile one Part va 75 8 by 


when all I boremungers and: Adulterers': 
Terms, ſentenced to Damnation, we know 


plain Paſlges, that it mull erer to elf Gly r 
do not Repent. Unleſs the Bible be 1 in in thi * 
Manner, (which is a very rational one) you'll make it 10 
full of Inconſiſtences. He ſays, farther, the 7 
Suppoſition of ſuch a State of Reprobation and Im- h 
penitence CURTAILS God's Mercy, Very right; 4 


and ſo does Damnation in the next Life, 15 well 
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as Reprobation if Mites Buy 


See . e if any one 1 
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Fw be very plain” indeed 
ble of any hes Confirnſtion, l 
uments. I have — 1 defence f 
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with Bluett, &c. told Dr. Bennet (as I was in- 
form'd by ane of the Pycters Friends) much the ſame 
Things r the other deſpairing Wretch- urged againſt 
himſelf, Say ys he, I #naw that the Goſpel promiſes Par- 
don to all — that rt but I cannot repent. Tam' 
at 
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Un dn Een ons where- 


5 = | e intended 
© ae anne e but as'a kind Caution to our- 
ſelves, 2 ye we alſo ſhould fall into the ſame Cireum- 


| fances of Hardneſs and Horror. In the moſt deſperate 


Caſes. it is our Buſineſs to preſs them, with the utmoſt 
Chron and. Tenderneſs, to apply themſelves » 
n e of Mercy g to endea v“ aa N en 
de boly Love of God and Virtue, 

the: Reaſonablenb& of the one, ank nd Aer 
butes of the other. They are to be caution d againſt be- 
ing too ready to admit particular Impuiſes and private 
Impreſſions upon the Mind for dune Revelutioms, fince 
in many Caſes ſuch deſponding Thoughts are the Pi- 
Qtates of Melancholy; or the Sagen of the Deyil. — 
We have ſome Spiritual E _ who think P 
(which muſt be a Crime in us, or the Judgment of 
upon our Sins) 4 moſt pong 8 Symptom of Salva- 
tion';, and accordingly they ſend People to Bedlam, there 
to repent when they have Hol their Leet. And if they 
had the uſe of their Rraſen, they would hardly, de the. 
more haſty to return to God, for being perſuaded that 
he would reject them, or to implore his Mercy becauſe 


| they did not hope for any. Such raſh Pretenders, who 


thunder out Damnation at random, without Study, with- 
out Experience, without Thought or Judgment, deſerve 
to be puniſh'd, much more than ignorant Licemiates 
merit the Cealure of the College for Mal-Practice; and 
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8 1 R Hut e 
IN my . "JAR lim proof of this Notion, 140 
not proceed upon the Authority of thoſe Texts of 
Scripture Which reſpect particular Sins, or Perſons, but 
on ſuch general atowed. Principles as have their Founda- 
tion in the: Conſideration, of a State of Tryal and Proba- 
tion; the uſual Methods of God's Government of the 
** World; the Nature of Sin as it is deſcribd in 
Holy Writ, and felt by ourſelves, tending always to- 
wards hardnefs of Heart; and the declared Rules which 
God obferves in giving, withdrawing and witholding 
his Grace. If the Notion be, as I verily think it is, 
thus well grounded, the ill Uſe that poſſibly may be made 
of it, can be no juſt Reaſon againſt aſſerting it. Such 
important Points, as concern the Safety of Mankind in 
ae to their future _— 0 not to be coneeal'd 
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from them. But I cannot ſes how it is liable to worſe 
Ukes tanahe Opision of thoſe whi-oppoſe it. Dr. Lucas 
fayss f We:koow: at: bows foon!: daring: Provocations 


may chring ur Aud Hape to their laſt Period, 


Danchtempt Gad, tho ſo infinitely merciſul, to paſs our 


4:1 final and 5 le Sentence of Death and Deſtructi- 
Son uppen wi Now, I would fain be inſormed, how 


ĩt can be Mattes :o Comfort to anyone, if we may pro- 
voke Gd ta: pas: our final and irr 
Deſtrustida, 


ſtruction, to think! that we ſhalli not continue here 
under ſuch à State, but be- ſentenc'd to immediute Death, 
as well as to Dammnntiom in the inext Life, And as to 
the manner of tteating this tender Subject, I do humbly 
conceive that mine is the leaſt likely to drive People into 
Deſpeir. If I had attempted to ſhew, as) ſome others 
have done, that any particular Sins are i ble of be- 
ing repented of, melancholly Perſons might fancy they 
ſee a Reſemblance between - thoſe Sins and their own, 
but in my way of ſtating: the Doctrine of final Reproba- 


tion and Impenitence there can be no reaſonable Ground 


to think ourſelves finally harden'd while we feel in our 
Minds any Love of GC and Virtue; or that we are ex- 


cluded all Hopes of Pardon while we can bring ourſelves 


to pray for it; thoſe inward Convictions of the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of God's Laws, and our readineſs to approach 
the Throne of Grace and Mercy being juſt Reaſons for 
thinking that we are not guite harden'd by our. Sins and 
forſaken; of God. Subjects of this kind ought to be 
managed with all imaginable Caution leſt they ſhould oc- 
caſion Deſpondence on the one hand, or Prefurption on 
the other. Lo miſlead the Confident into a miſtaken 


\ Security, or the tender and ſerupulous Conſcience into 


the horrors of Deſpair, ſuch a Thought is enough to 
make a Man - tremble while he writes; and I wiſh I 
could ſay any thing that could make an Impreſſion upon 
thoſe bold Enthuſiaſts who dare to denounce the Terror 
of the Lord with ſo much Freedom, and ſo little Diſ- 
cretion ; to paſs a Sentence of Damnation with leſs Cere- 
mony than a well-bred Perſon would tell another that 
his Hands were dirty, and ſometimes for as mere a Trifle. 
If I could offer any thing that might direct the wander- 
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ing Steps of a Txeller towards Evernify tritorehs with 
dle Road betwern the two Htab Extremes if I eU 
075 Comfort to an Hemeſt Mind Lbeurigge i uhder ch 


eight of miſtaken Fears if by exciting well-idutidell 
Hopes 1 could no Nd * 


1 could enob rage the Prof run his 
Duty-andendeavour:to'make his Peace with his Gffertle 
v D with-fuch an Rvpe- 
Ration; it is ĩmpoſſible for me to expreſs the Satisfaction 
that I ſtel. With this charitable VW I underre d 
write theſeè difficult Papers, with à Caution bercbmähg a 
Matter of ſuch infinite Concern I have weiph'U-every 
thing that I have ventuted to offer, and may the ducrbſs 
be anſwerable to the good nature of my Intettions 1 
Judicial Obduratim; as before ſtated, is not an Inifu- 
ſion of any evil Qualities, nor any poſitive Actb of the 
Divine Will upon our Minds, but only God's veaſing to 
act upon them by the Operations of his Spirit, and leaving 
an evil Heart of Unbelief, vicious Inclinations and the 
Suggeſtions of wicked Spirits to produce their natural 
Effects. Final Obduration is, when God deterinines 
never more to afford us theſe Aids of his Holy Spirit. 
But, as ne Perſon is left thus deſenceleſs under the abſo- 
lute Dominion of Sin and Satan while he is capable of 
being inſtuencd by the ordinary Aſſiſtances of Grace, 


vue cannòt abſolutely pronounce any particular Perſen to 
be in ſuch a State of utter Dereliction, no not tho he be 


notoriouſly wicked and living as it were without God 
in the World, becauſe we can never tell when à Sinner 
is out of the reach of thoſe Influences. God forbid that 
I ſhould attempt to leſſen the Malignancy, or the Dan- 


ger of Crying Sins, eſpecially if repeated; Habits are 


ſtill of a more hardening Nature; and it is ſo difficult for 
thoſe who are under the Power of them to free them- 
ſelves from their Servitude, that it is repreſented in Serip- 
ture as an Impaſſibility; like that of changing the Nature 
of any thing. But ſuch Expreſſions are to be underſtood 
in a qualified Senſe. They only mean to repreſent that 
Habits grow, as it were, into the original Conſtitution 
of our Bodies and Temper of our Minds, thus becoming 

art of our Naturꝰ; that it is exceeding difficult, and a 

Vork of Time (not an inſtantaneous Effect) to eradicate 


| H 3 ſuch. 
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ntly;-that ſuch enſlaved Per- 


on rs nh 
ſons ard in the utmoſt Danger of having their Coal. 
vert up: bela redes Mind, 


enees / ſear d, and of ＋ 
. become effect 


7 the-Efforts! of 
frmiil Dr fidelity; e he wire having been born and 
br wenn 3 ia in the Chriſtain Faith; 
rooted and 3 In its Prigcipſes, under all the ap- 
mw Mears bf Im proved Cliriſtian Knowledge; 
his, likewiſe; is a State Gf the. blackeſt Guilt and kde | 
greateſt Danger, becauſe ſuch-Perſons cannot have ſtron- 
ger Reaſons-for believin Ch ianity than they have re- 
jofted; or Rronger' A Aſſi from the Holy Ghy/? than 
they have reſiſted': yet l it does Hot follow that the 
ande Evidence will not appear ſtronger to the Mind at 
one Time than at another, and the ſame degree of 
Grace be mort influencial on it under ſome Ciscumſtan- 
ces than under others; and therefote, we cannot be ſure 
that they are got beyond all Influence in the ordinary 
Way of conveying it; till which Time we have reaſon 
to believe that God will not finally withdraw it. 
We know not the various Circumſtances and Incidents 
of a Man's Life, the early Impreſſions that might give 
a Turn to his Sentiments and Diſpoſitions, the Vio- 
lence of a Temptation that might ſurprize him in an 
unguarded Moment, the Concurrence of natural Tem- 
and occaſional Inclinations, or the train and ſeries 
of Caſualties, that might conſpire to ſeduce, him gradu- 
ally into Unbelief, or Impiety, before he came to Ma- 
turity of Judgment, or had proper Opportunities of en- 
quiring into the Grounds of Religion, or acquiring vir- 
tuous Notions, thro' the Neglect of Parents and Guar- 
dians in his Education, thro” the malicious Artifices of 
Infidels and Debauchees to corrupt his Principles. How 
differently may ſuch a one come to think and be inclin'd 
to act under a Change of Conſtitution, of Situation, of 
Opportunities, of Con: tion and Improvement, from 
Reproof, Exhortation, and Arguments caſually, or by 
hy kind Hand of Providence thrown in his Way ? Such 
an unhappy Captive, to Infidelity and Vice, made a 
Slave in his Youth, I had aimoſt ſaid in his Childheed, 
unwarily betrayed by the Enemy under a Pretence of 
FI 
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Croz) 


Friendſhip, tho? he Wag iinitistede inte fwd figlate by 


the Rite of Baptiſm, et aa tl abyuypatſorial and national 
Acts, he may-tillbe,amdyfantidiaClrijftien Knowledge, 
and unacquainted with CH ian Grace i do not 
mean to juſtify any; Man Chriſtian Caustiy dor 
not enquiring\ into the Reafang)ofic.that:Religiony:whbich 
has been receiv'd -foji-abofe-11i 2 Centuiea bp thbmoſt 
learned and nn U by: che 
Wiſdon of his on Country. is Cri dE ii, v guU¼i§— 
ble, and his Caſe deſpetate. He neglectgi 40] examine 
into the Truth of a Queſtidn;;the; moſti deſer viag the 
ſtricteſt Search. This, is Foy Thisris Madneſt He 
is under ſuch ſtrong Prejudices as blind his Eyes, or hin- 
der his opening them he is under thè Dominion of fuch 
inveterate Habits as render him averſe to albthe Means 
of Information, and Grace. This is his Misfortune, 
this his unhappy F ate. But Kill, 5 I ſay 5 As: be: has not 
ſin'd againſt ſuch clear Conviction, as many other Apo- 
Rates and Reprobates have done, nor taſted fo much of 
the heavenly. Powers; he bas not done ſuch deſpite to 
God's Holy. Spirit, and God in his Goodneſs, and by 
his Wiſdom, may give him ſuch Means of Conviction 
and Reformation as may prove effectual. The Sin 
of thoſe Who have fallen from Faith or Grace, aſter an 
early and ; habitual Piety for a Courſe of many Years, 
after clear and ſtrong Conviction of the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, eſpecially if they have afterwards made it their 
Study and Buſineſs by Converſation and Books to cor- 
rupt others, and that too in the cooleſt and moſt delibe- 
rate Manner; the Sin, IL ſay, of theſe Wretches is moſt 
exceeding, ſinful, and their Caſe the moſt deſperate that 
can be conceiv'd on this fide Hell. Yet even for theſe 
I would fain believe there is till room for Mercy, if 
they can apply for it, and I wiſh it were in my Power 
to perſuade them to try immediately; tho' I have too 
much reaſon to fear, this my Chriſtian Compaſſion, my 
ſincere Tenderneſs of Humanity, will meet with the 
uſual Return of inſolent Scorn. — There are two or 
three Texts relating to Apoſtates, which have been uſu- 
ally urg'd by them in Deſpair, but not uſually fo clearly 
explain'd to them as they might have been. — 2 Ep. of 
| H 4 Pet. 


242. ei b9il4qati 45 104 | 
r 185 Aer they have eſcap'd 

2 8 ra MON GP ne 'thro' the Knowledge of 
tlie Lord And 8 Four? , they are again en- 
tan igled go — come, Khe latter End is worſe 


Wi tl hg." F it had been bet- 
r * 5 Noe nM wer If Rights 


oulnels tha After they have Known it e from 
the Hef ubm iter d untd them. The 
Which is eyidenth ne more than this, that the 
ö ed n A0 ate CRRISTIAN is much wor than 
that of an unconverted Je or Pagan. But, to hum- 
ble the Prefuniption of thoſe iritually proud 2E. ithuſiaſts, 
who imagine that after they have el the Faith, they 
are that- Moment abc freed ſrom the Guilt and 
Power of Sin, and ' conſuquently ſec from future Re- 
hpſes, this Text is an undeniable Conſatation of their 
wicked Error, as it ſhews not only that they are liable 
to din, but even to fall away from their Chriſtian Faith, 
and turn Inſidelt. Heb. vi. 45 5- may ſeem to be ſtrong- 
' Er. — I he Words are, For it is impoſſible for thoſe 
© who were once enlighten'd, fc, if they Hull fall away, 
© orasit is in the Original,and are fallen, meer, 
© to renew them again to Repentance.” 8 is a freſn 
Proof that, not only Chriſtiant, but that Chriſtians once 
endowed with the miraculous Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
might Apotatiſe. But it is not ſo clear a Proof that ſuch 
Apoſtates are incapable of Repentance. For, Impoſſible, 
agrecably to the Scripture manner of Expreſſion, might, 
without wy Force upon the natural Senſe of the Word, 
fignify onl 3 great Difficulty; and Dr. Wall, upon the 
Place, has ſhewn from the Context that St. Paul meant, 
that it was impoſſible for him to uſe to ſuch any Argu- 
ments that could have Force enough to reclaim them ; 
not that it was impoſſible for Gd to do it, either by his 
Terrors on their Conſcience, or by his Judgments, or 
by his Spirit on their Hearts. As the judicious Critic ob- 
ſerves, it is the ſame way of ſpeaking as is uſed by a 
Phyſician that gives over a Patient who will not take his 
Medicines, or a Father an incorrigible Son, ſaying, 7 
can do no more for him, not meaning that it is abſolutely 
impaſible that the Patient ſnould recover or the Son be 
reclaim d. 


(105 ) | 
reclaim'd. The next Place, thus miſapplied is Hb. x. 
26. If we Sin wilfuly ate Sha we, 10 received tha 
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yet to be Mer d. He had fad hefe 
fering bechath penfecte & c. 

„ci dan Arn. * 
ſays here 18, t ad 


fully (and eſpecially not to. 
known and acknowledg d this Relig 
| forfeit or renounceitheir — * 88 crifice 
| never to be any ather. Many whom the Zend w. 
Sacrifices cquld, nat convert, , ve, the 20 
fave by more effectual Means: But there is not to be 
expected, for the 1 ene e oe WhO * 
Terms of the GCoßpel, more effactual 
more valuable Sacrifice. OE indeed ſay, , that with. 
out this Sacrifice there is nothing left, for them to 
but a fearful laoting for F Fudęment, &c., but not that 
all Ape/tates are utterly. excluded 1 poſſibility of ha- 
ving an Intereſt in this Sacrifice. by Nepentance. 
Dr. Walls Critical Noten. Some melancholy Perſons 
have grounded their Deſpair upon Heb. xii. 15, 16, 17. 
« Looking diligently, · leſt any Man fail of the Grace 
Gad; leſt any Root of Bitterneſs ſpringing up tr 
you, and thereby many be defifd: Leſt there be any 
1 F ornicator or profane Perſon, as Eſau, who for one 
< morſel of Meat ſold his Birthright. , For ye know 
how that afterward, when he would. have inherited 
« the Blefling, he was rejected; for he found no Place 
© for Repentance tho' he ſaught it carefully with Tears.” 
But, as the above-mentioned acute Obſerver remarks, 
this Paſſage has been ſtrangely miſ-applied by a Miſtake 
of one Word, which changes the whole Senſe. 
tance ,, Or Change of Mind, does not relate to Eſau, but 
to his Father, who could not be prevail'd. on to reverſe 
the Bleſſing which he had given to > his Brother, tho' he 
did grant Eſau a favourable. Anſwer; he bleſs'd him al- 
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755 tho? he did not gwe him the prinzipal Bleſſing. The 
Sin unte Dlat h immentionid by gti Juhu. c. v. vi 16. 
and ther Sin gu the: Hay Cg, Munk ili. 28, dc. 
have: given gent HifHfuiet to ſeveral Perſons, But Com: 
mentatorsiart not agreed in their Dxplanaerions of theſe 
Paſfagrs, ek her ao the $75,207 the! Puniſhment. he 
former. of cheſt is the moſt obicube/ but eẽ n the latter 
Bag divided the Sentiments of the moſt earned and judi- 
Sous Divine Not to mentibh amy other 'Grotiny; 
Hummond, and A hci, all explamm the Text differently: 
And I, would: appea'toia any Perſon of commo Senſe 
whether) it be — upon the Authorityſ ef Fexts 
in Mhoſe Senſe / the moſt able Imerpreters are net a- 
greed to -conechide themſtives in a State of wnalterable 
eſtruction, and te decline alt Atte nipes to feſcue them- 
fahre ont: of G1: Pefeftt Gd dhe nase Vera 

I thoughtit would de a Sadisctten to. many Perſons 
to have ſome Account given of theſe Paſſbges which 
have ſo often been the Subject of Controverſy, and the 
occaſion of Uneafinefs. Nut whatever may be the true 
Senſe of them, or any other the like Texts, this ! am 
abſolutely certain: of, that net one, or all of chem 
ther can prove that AL tofu and habitual Sinners, or 
apoftate Chriſtians are incupable of Repentanre; and that 
for this ſhort and plain Reaſon, becauſe many ſuch have 
attually repented. I ſuppoſe no body wilt deny the Fact, 
or the Conſequence: But that none may take too much 
Encouragement from the Pofib:lity of Repentance in 
fuch Circumſtances, E muſt remind them of the great 
Difficulty. of it, and how few Inftances we have of fuch 
Penitents ; unleſs you will calt that Conviction Repen- 
tance, which only makes them tremble and deſpair af 
the Approach of Death.  - 

As to the Generaltty of thoſe who diſquiet themſelves 
with Apprehenſtons of their being in a State of Repro- 
batien, a careful Peruſal of what I have offer d will, I 
hope, fully convince them that they are in no ſuch for- 
lorn Condition. And that they may be the better able 
to make a right Judgment of themſelves I would adviſe 
them not to take their Eſtimate from their prefent Sen- 
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e 
timents and Diſpoſition Af they try them ſelyes hy whats 
they think ane i . e h 
they will certaifily paß a Sentence of -Condemnations 
becauſe their Fears Mill ho the only Wiknelles-that will be 
heard, ang theiz.imiſth ken Opißions their Judge Bug 
let them look back to their State rnunexiately” preceding 
their Melancholy,) and cowpare that weith/the true Nas 
tion of Reprodation, | Were they urterly void ef. all Re- 
ligious Sentiments and Diſpoſitions, 'determin'd Enemies 
to God and Virtue, without any Love and Veneration 
for either, before tbey fell intothoſe deſponding Thoughts? 
They cannot with. any Pruth bear ſuch a Teſtimony 
againſt their paß, and conſequently they cannot with 
any Shadow of Reaſon make ſuch a Judgment, as they 
do, of their preſent Condition. As they had not before 
wholly forſaken Gop, why ſhou'd they think that 
God has now wholly forſaken them? His Holy Word 
aſſures us that he will not, and his Nature aſſures us 
that his Word cannot fail. But (to uſe the appoſite 
Words of Biſhop -: Bull) Wherewe'(& Inſtances of this 
Kind, of goed People ih this miſerttble State, much 
of their Miſery is to be attributed to an Exceſs of 
Melancholy in their Natural Temper and Conſtitu- 
tion, and much (as it has bappen d here F late) to 
the falſe Notions of Religion, which they have im- 
bib'd and ſuck'd in from thoſe unlicens d, unlearn- 
© ed, and ignorant Teachers, which perhaps through 
© their own Wantonneſs and Folly they have made 
choice of; I will add, far no other Reaſon but 
| becauſe theſe, forward Itinerants have Self-conceit and 
Vanity enough to commend themſelves beyond all 
Bounds of common Modeſty, and take the Freedom 
to cenſure all the Regular Eſtabliſh Clergy with as 
little Truth and Charity. I pray God to reduce ſuch 
Phariſaical Boaſtert to a more humble Opinion of their 
own Endowments and Perſections, which will teach 
them to behave in a more decent and orderly Manner; 
to give their Followers more Prudence than to think 
bold Pretences a ſufficient Proof of their having the Spirit 
and uncharitable Cenſures an Argument of a more 
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